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The following pages contain an overview on the echo received by the
HOPES project during the second year of its implementation, between May
2017 and April 2018.

The collected items range from more substantial considerations and
articles to smaller announcements in online publications.

Not every time HOPES is the only subject; often the project is portrayed
together with other similar initiatives.

The variety of languages — Arabic, English, French, German and Turkish -
gives proof of the wide attention HOPES has gained in the region and in
Europe as well.

This document has been produced with the assistance of the European Union.

The content of this publication is the sole responsibility of the publishers and can
in no way be taken to reflect the views of the implementing partners of HOPES, the
European Union and the EU’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis, the
‘Madad Fund’
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Going Global 2017: Neue Leitlinien fur Daten
zur Transnationalen Bildung

Treffounkt der Hochschulwelt: die Going Global 2017 in London

Die dreitégige Bildungskonferenz Going Global brachte in London eine
Vielzahl von Themen zur Diskussion. Der DAAD und der British Council
stellten einen neuen Klassifizierungsrahmen und Leitlinien zur Datenerhebung
vor, die wertvolle Orientierung im Feld der Transnationalen Bildung bieten.

-Wir missen nicht wahlen zwischen dem Lokalen, dem Nationalen und dem Globalen. Und
wir kdnnen es auch gar nicht in einer Welt, in der globale Kooperation keine Option, sondern
eine Notwendigkeit ist — und in der das Lokale und Globale unwiderruflich miteinander
verflochten sind.” Professor Janet Beer, Vice-Chancellor der University of Liverpool und
Vizeprasidentin von Universities UK, brachte den Anspruch der Going Global gleich zum
Auftakt der Bildungskonferenz in London auf den Punkt.
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Internationales Auditorium: Teilnehmer der Going-Global-Eréffnungsveranstaltung
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Seit jeher widmet sich die Konferenz des British Council den internationalen Beziehungen von
Universitaten und den Chancen und Herausforderungen, die sich aus ihnen ergeben. Welche
Rolle dabei Metropolen spielen, war auf der diesjahrigen Konferenz unter dem Titel ,Global
cities: connecting talent, driving change” das Oberthema. Aber auch abseits dieses
Schwerpunkts standen zentrale Themen des internationalen Hochschulsektors im Mittelpunkt.
Etwa die Fluchtlingskrise, der der British Council und der DAAD auch in einem gemeinsamen
Projekt begegnen: im EU-geférderten Programm HOPES (.Higher and Further Education
Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians®) [https://www.daad.de/der-
daad/fluechtlinge/infos/de/46510-hopes-higher-and-further-education-opportunities-and-

perspectives-for-syrians/], das syrischen Flichtlingen den Zugang zur Hochschulbildung in
den Aufnahmel&ndern Libanon, Jordanien, Agypten, Irak und der Tiirkei erméglicht. Dr.
Carsten Walbiner vom DAAD leitet HOPES als Programmdirektor und nahm auf der Going
Global an einer Session teil, in der eine neue Studie des British Council und des
Fluchtlingshilfswerks der Vereinten Nationen UNHCR vorgestellt wurde.

Die Studie gibt Einblicke, wie junge, geflichtete Syrerinnen und Syrer ihre Bildungschancen in
den Aufnahmel&ndern Jordanien, Tlrkei und Libanon sehen. ,Eine Studie zu haben, die sich
ausschlieBlich auf die Perspektive der Studierenden konzentriert, ist sehr selten und hilfreich*,
hob Walbiner hervor. Etwa in der Diskussion, ob sich Stipendien auf Fachergruppen
konzentrieren sollten, die einen unmittelbaren Bezug zu einem Wiederaufbau Syriens haben.
,Die neue Studie gibt uns viele Argumente, einen solchen Ansatz nicht zu verfolgen®, so
Walbiner. ,Stipendien an junge Leute zu vergeben, bedeutet mehr, als die Anforderungen
eines Marktes zu bedienen.”

Innovativer Report

Ein weiteres gemeinsames Projekt von DAAD und British Council stellte eine von DAAD-
Generalsekretarin Dr. Dorothea Riland moderierte Session vor. Der Fokus der
Zusammenarbeit: das Feld der Transnationalen Bildung, die vom DAAD auf vielféltige Weise
gefordert wird, etwa Uber Unterstltzung fir den Aufbau von Studienangeboten deutscher
Hochschulen im Ausland, aber auch fiir die Grindung binationaler Hochschulen in Landern
wie zum Beispiel Jordanien, Vietnam oder Agypten.

Dorothea Rliland: "Es gab keine einheitliche Definition von Transnationaler Bildung"




Der vom Bundesministerium flir Bildung und Forschung geférderte Report , Transnational
education: a classification framework and data collection guidelines for International
Programme and Provider Mobility (IPPM)“ von Professor Jane Knight und John McNamara ist
Teil einer mehrjahrigen Zusammenarbeit von British Council und DAAD: Bereits 2014
befasste sich eine Studie mit den Auswirkungen Transnationaler Bildung auf die
gastgebenden ,Sitzlander®. 2015 analysierte eine weitere Studie den Stand der
Datenerhebung zu Transnationaler Bildung sowohl in Sitz- als auch in ,Entsenderlandern”.

DAAD-Generalsekretarin Riland erinnerte daran, dass durch diese ebenfalls von Jane Knight
und John McNamara durchgefihrten Studien ,eine in gewisser Weise chaotische Situation®
offenbar wurde: ,Ein Ergebnis war, dass es keine einheitliche Definition von Transnationaler
Bildung und kein passendes Datenmaterial gab.”

British Council/David Adamson

Jane Knight: Plddoyer fir Begriffsschérfe

Auf diese Situation antwortet die neueste Arbeit, die eine wertvolle Vorlage bietet fir die
Erhebung von Daten zu Transnationaler Bildung als Mittel der politischen Steuerung, aber
auch zur Qualitatssicherung. Zumal sie einen neuen, klar definierten Begriff einfihrt: ,Der
Begriff ,International Programme and Provider Mobility* (IPPM) unterscheidet klar zwischen
der Mobilitét von Studiengangen und Anbietern und der Mobilitdt von Studierenden,
Lehrenden und Hochschulmitarbeitern®, erlauterte Jane Knight in der Session zur Vorstellung
des Reports. Knight, die am Ontario Institute for Studies in Education der University of
Toronto forscht und zu den weltweit gefragtesten Bildungsexpertinnen zahlt, lenkte in ihrem
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Vortrag die Aufmerksamkeit auf die in dem Klassifizierungsrahmen herausgearbeiteten sechs
Kategorien von IPPM, von denen sich wiederum drei einem ,unabhangigen® TNB-Ansatz
zuordnen lassen: Franchise-Programme von Hochschulen, internationale Filialcampus und
das vom ,Entsenderland“ aus ermdglichte Fernstudium ohne lokale Prasenz der jeweiligen
anbietenden Hochschule. Diese drei Kategorien verbindet, dass das Entsenderland die
alleinige Verantwortung fir das Studienprogramm, die Vergabe des Abschlusses und die
externe Qualitatssicherung oder Akkreditierung tragt. Dem steht der ,kollaborative” Ansatz
gegenlber, dem die TNB-Kategorien Partnerschaftsprogramme (etwa fir Doppelabschlisse),
gemeinsame Universitatsgrindungen und das Fernstudium mit einer hochschulischen
Partnerinstitution vor Ort zuzurechnen sind.
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Internationale Konsultationen

Ein partnerschaftlicher Ansatz ist grundlegend fur die vom DAAD geférderten Angebote der
Transnationalen Bildung. Dazu passt, dass die von British Council und DAAD erarbeiteten
Leitlinien und der Klassifizierungsrahmen auch auf der Basis mehrerer internationaler
Arbeitstreffen entstanden sind: So kam etwa im Januar 2016 eine erste beratende
Arbeitsgruppe in Bonn zusammen, mit Teilnehmern aus Deutschland, Agypten, Botswana,
GroBbritannien, Mauritius und Thailand. Und erst im Marz 2017 versammelte eine
Veranstaltung der DAAD-AuBenstelle Kairo mehr als zwanzig Experten aus der MENA(Middle
East and North Africa)-Region zur ,Policy Consultation on Transnational Education®.

Die agyptische Hauptstadt ist auch Heimat der German University in Cairo (GUC), der mit
rund 12.000 Studierenden und Doktoranden gréBten binationalen Hochschule mit deutscher
Beteiligung im Ausland. ,Agypten ist mittlerweile auch als Entsenderland aktiv*, hob wéhrend
der Going-Global-Session John McNamara hervor. Und neben ihm betonte auf dem Podium
Professor Ashraf Hatem, Generalsekretar des agyptischen Supreme Council of Universities
(SCU), den Wert, den Klassifizierungsrahmen und Leitlinien fir die Weiterentwicklung der
TNB-Angebote haben: ,Es ist wichtig, gemeinsame Standards zu férdern.” Das unterstrich
auch Dr. Warren Fox, Leiter der Hochschulabteilung der Knowledge and Human Development
Authority in Dubai, der sich im Rahmen der Quality Beyond Boundaries Group (QBBG) fiir die
Qualitatssicherung in der Transnationalen Bildung einsetzt. ,Ich denke, der Report wird sehr
natzlich sein.” Gerade in der Region der arabischen Halbinsel, in der die Gewinnung von
TNB-Daten zu Analysezwecken nicht etabliert sei. ,Das umfangreiche Arbeitsergebnis kann
dazu beitragen, dass die Qualitatssicherungsagenturen und Mitglieder der QBBG eine
gemeinsame Sprache haben.”

Johannes Gébel (31. Mai 2017)

WEITERFUHRENDE LINKS

Going Global [https://www.britishcouncil.org/going-global]

Report .Transnational education: a classification framework and data collection
guidelines for International Programme and Provider Mobility (IPPM)*“
[https://www.daad.de/medien/der-daad/analysen-studien/tnb/2017_tnb_study daad-
bc_3 tne_classification _and_data_collection_guidelines.pdf]




Higher Education and Refugees from Syria: Exploring

A! gju.edu.jo/news/higher-education-and-refugees-syria-exploring-dialogue-opportunities-jordan-7400

Amman- July 27 , 2017

Six years into the Syrian crisis, millions of Syrians have fled their country finding refuge in
the neighbouring countries. Amongst them, only a small number of post-secondary age
students are currently enrolled in a university program, and the majority of those are
struggling to adapt to the academic system of the host countries.

Within this context, HOPES (Higher and Further Education Opportunities and
Perspectives for Syrians) a €12 million project funded by the European Union’s Regional
Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis, the ‘Madad Fund’ and implemented by the
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) together with the British Council, Campus
France and Nuffic across Egypt, Northern Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, has organized
in collaboration with the German Jordanian University (GJU), an inaugural National
Stakeholder Dialogue, entitled ‘Higher Education & Refugees from Syria: Exploring
Dialogue Opportunities’ on July 27, 2017 at the German Jordanian University (GJU)
Madaba Jordan.
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This gathering was the first of a series of stakeholder dialogues that will be organized on a
national level, bringing together representatives from ministries and higher education
institutions as well as key institutional stakeholders involved in tertiary education and the
Syria crisis. The National Stakeholders Dialogue seeks to provide a platform to discuss
various issues relating to the challenges faced by Syrian students as well as the impact of
the Syria crisis on the host societies.
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As stated by Prof. Dr. Salem Al-Agtash, Dean of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research
of behalf of GJU, in his welcome speech, “The Syria Crisis is now internationally
recognized as the largest refugee and displacement crisis of our time. Millions of people
from Syria are of disparate needs for humanitarian assistance, of which, education
represents the main challenge, opportunity, and hope for a better life”.

When presenting the project, Dr Carsten Walbiner, HOPES project director mentioned “We
mainly depend on the input from inside the host countries when defining our various
activities”. He also stressed the need for further coordination amongst the many
stakeholders operating in the region to avoid unhealthy competition between institutions.

The dialogue incorporated various presentations from distinguished stakeholders on the
situation of Higher Education and Refugees from Syria in Jordan as reflected in a series of
recent studies and surveys as well as an overview and mapping of existing initiatives in
Jordan such as the Tertiary education coordination group (TECG).

The discussion allowed to integrate the perception of students and academics from Syria
and to further discuss various requirements needed from the different stakeholders in order
to face the existing challenges. HOPES’ purpose in the future will be to facilitate exchange
of information and explore in-depth further national dialogue based on these outcomes and
the real needs of various stakeholders

For more information on the project please visit www.hopes-madad.org
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MIDDLE EAST
When the Syrian war ends, what is the plan for HE?

Raniero Chelli and Marco Di Donato
14 July 2017 University World News Global Edition Issue 468

Universities and education organisations need to start preparing now for when the Syrian war
ends. After six years of war, displaced young people fear becoming the under-educated
generation and Syria will need an educated workforce to rebuild the country.

It was in 2015 that the Mediterranean Universities Union UNIMED — a network of 98 universities
from 24 countries — began to address the refugee crisis in the Middle East and North Africa
region and to help local higher education institutions with the huge number of refugees in their
countries. It was certainly not an easy task, but it was a necessary one.

Refugees in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq

People may think that education is not among the top priorities of people who have lost their
homes, their belongings and in some cases their families. This was also our concern, especially
after our visit to some of the refugee camps in the region and after reading data and statistics
released by international organisations.

When we entered the Domiz 1 Camp, close to Dohuk in Northern Iraq (Kurdistan Region), it was
not difficult to imagine the situation on the ground: people were sleeping in barracks, there were

no paved roads, there were barefooted children playing football and dust everywhere in a place

where 25,000 people were living together. In May 2017 the temperature was around 35 degrees.
While we are writing this article, the temperature is reaching 43 degrees.

Nevertheless, we quickly realised that we were wrong. This was particularly clear during a visit
to Zarqa University in Jordan when we met more than 200 Syrian students from the camps
around the university. They were not asking for more money for food or for housing, but simply
to study so they could fulfil their potential.

After six years of crisis we realised that, while lots of problems are still unresolved in terms of
services for refugees, young people are fully aware of the risks of becoming an under-educated
generation. They were suffering generally, but what they asked for was more scholarships with
less restrictive criteria attached to them. They wanted to be consulted about the criteria that
would fit their needs.

They also asked for more time to conclude their studies and, at the same time, maintain their
families. We noticed that Syrians, especially those coming from rural areas, get married when
they are very young (18-19 years old) so when they are enrolled at university they are often
married with children.

They seemed to be fully aware that their main problem was not their present situation, but their
future. In one way or another the Syrian war will come (or is coming) to an end. When it does
they will need to be ready to contribute to the country’s reconstruction.

Certainly, many of them are scared to go back home, for sure many of them would like to remain
in Jordan or Lebanon but they are fully aware that there is no future for them in these countries.
The situation in Lebanon is very tense and their presence is no longer accepted by hosting

communities.
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According to Lebanese legislation, they cannot be known as ‘refugees’. They have restricted
access to the jobs market and their presence is extremely precarious. They are instead
temporarily displaced individuals, which means that, even if they remain in the country for 50
years (as the Palestinians have), the expectation is for them to go back home. The only
affordable solution for the government is their safe return to their country of origin in accordance
with the norms of international law.

The situation is quite similar in Jordan; while in Iraq (Kurdistan Region) we noticed that they can
work and have access to more opportunities. One thing that is common among all the
universities we visited is that all of them offer different things to refugees, different activities,
different strategies for the future and different conditions for their institutional integration.

Another common problem is related to documentation. Given the troubled background of these
students, who have often fled their homes and have been displaced, in addition to the fact that
the cities and infrastructure in their country of origin have been destroyed, getting hold of original
documents or legalised copies is a major problem.

Several students mentioned that informal agents often offer their services to get them
documents. Forgery is also an issue because of the huge black market created by Syrian
officials.

New focus on an integrated approach

Up to today, incredible effort has been made to support Syrian refugees both at a humanitarian
level and at an education level: from primary school to secondary school and tertiary education.

In relation to the latter, there is, for instance, the HOPES scholarship project funded by MADAD,
the SPARK initiative on higher education for Syrian refugees and the DAFI programme for young
refugees.

UNIMED is running two projects on the issue of refugee access to academic training: InHERE
and RESCUE, the first only for European Union countries, the second working in Jordan,
Lebanon and Northern Iraq (Kurdistan Region).

More can be done, not in terms of money but in terms of cooperation among different actors on
the ground. We must avoid fragmentation because — as stressed on different occasions by
UNIMED Director Marcello Scalisi — “we cannot compete on this issue; we can only cooperate”.

We should listen to the refugees instead of designing scholarships or initiatives without taking
into account their real needs. We need to do more research, together with different actors in the
region, to produce reliable data and statistics. We should start planning for the day after the war
ends and for Syria’s reconstruction, taking education as our starting point and ensuring it is a
fundamental human right for youth in the region.

Raniero Chelli is coordinator of European Union projects at UNIMED. He has been working
since 1985 on European projects and worked as a Commission Official on the ESPRIT
Programme 85-88. Marco Di Donato has been international projects manager of UNIMED since
2015. He also teaches at the University of Trento in Italy where he is professor of history of
Islamic countries and Islamic thought. Special thanks go to Bahar Kavala from Istanbul Aydin

University, Catalina Paredero from the University of Barcelona and Florian Bauer from
Technische Universitét Berlin for providing UNIMED with reliable statistics and insights for this
article.

University World News
http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20170711102338723
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Research Europe, 22 June 2017

Hope springs eternal

In the second of two articles on science and diplomacy, Eleni Courea considers
whether help is best provided to refugees in neighbouring countries orin Europe.

“My name is Feras Ouyoun and I am from Syria.” The
voice crackles on the long-distance telephone line. “I
left Damascus in 2010 to study pharmacy in Beirut, just
before the war broke out. Now I can't go back.”

Across Europe and the Middle East, refugees like
Ouyoun have fled catastrophic conditions to find them-
selves relying on the help of fellow academics. Ouyoun'’s
studies in Lebanon are supported by an EU-funded pro-
ject called Higher and Further Education Opportunities
and Perspectives for Syrians (Hopes). The programme
covers Quyoun'’s costs for one year as he completes his
masters degree in clinical pharmacy.

Headquartered in Amman, Jordan, Hopes funds high-
er education for Syrian refugees in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon and Turkey. “Hopes is often misunderstood as a
simple scholarship programme,” says Carsten Walbiner,
its director. “But we offer a lot more.” As well as scholar-
ships for about 400 degrees, Hopes supports students
pursuing vocational diplomas and offers counselling ser-
vices and intensive English-language courses.

The breadth of activities reflects the challenges that
refugees face when studying abroad. They must get to
grips with English and tedious application procedures,
Walbiner says, for which guidance and counselling ser-
vices are essential. “We try to give information about all
available opportunities beyond our own.”

To do this, Hopes navigates regulations across many
countries. It has struck agreements with the Turkish gov-
ernment and with Kurdish authorities in northern Iraq,
and with the Lebanese University in Beirut. In Jordan,
Hopes is subject to a rule whereby international organi-
sations must spend 33 per cent of their funds on helping
locals. So, for every 10 scholarships awarded to Syrian
refugees in Jordan, three or four go to Jordanian citizens.

Such policies are important to combat the perception
that refugees are privileged compared with citizens.
Turkey is home to nearly 3 million Syrian refugees,
Jordan has 650,000 and Egypt has 120,000. Lebanon
hosts the most of any country per capita, counting more
than 1m in its population of 5.8m.

“Being in Lebanon is becoming more difficult because
I'm not allowed to work,” says Ouyoun. The Lebanese
government bars refugees from formal employment for
fear that they will take jobs away from locals. Because of
this, “we need to create spaces for refugees to do some-
thing useful and support their families,” says Walbiner,
and higher education is one way to do that.

But Walbiner is sceptical of refugee scholarship pro-
grammes in Europe: “We have to manage expectations.
European universities are very demanding and the risk
of failure is enormous.” The problem is compounded by
language and cultural barriers, as well as the costs—it’s
much cheaper to fund scholarships in the Middle East.

Equally, Walbiner says, it is important to provide
incentives for young people to stay in Syria once the
country is ready for reconstruction. Before the crisis
began in 2011, more than 660,000 Syrians were enrolled
in higher education. Now, more than 3m pupils and
students at all levels have stopped attending classes.
Walbiner knows of students who were “forced to emigrate
to Jordan primarily because of the availability of scholar-
ships there, and not the political situation at home”.

Nevertheless, the European University Institute in
Florence, Italy, haslaunched a pilot initiative. Since 2015,
it has hosted six refugees from sub-Saharan Africa. Rather
than enrolling them in degree programmes, it delivers
Italian language courses, offers preparation for vocational
traineeships and organises cultural tours of Tuscany.

“I don't know of any other university in Europe that
has literally opened its doors to refugees. They live with
us and participate in all social activities,” says Caterina
Guidi, the EUI refugee initiative’s coordinator. While
cultural integration programmes and degree courses are
“not mutually exclusive”, the EUI model can be more
easily emulated by other EU universities, she says.

The bottom line, according to Hani Harb, who found-
ed the German-Syrian Research Society, is that we must
listen to the refugees. “Many Syrians who have sought
asylum in Germany to continue their education are being
pushed by the government towards vocational training,”
he says. This may be suitable for those with no formal
education, Harb argues, but Europe must give those who
want to go to university a chance.

Ouyoun is unfazed by the daunting pros-
pect of studying abroad. “I want to do a PhD
in Europe, Australia or North America,” he
says, because the teaching quality is low at the
few Lebanese universities with doctoral pro-

to Syria immediately. I want to go back home
and teach pharmacy at Damascus University.
That is my dream.”

Something to add? Email comment@
ResearchResearch.com

‘European
universities
arevery
grammes. “And when the war ends, I will return dem an d] n g
and the risk
of failureis
enormous.’




Projet HOPES - Lancement de la vidéo

Dans le cadre du projet européen HOPES, Campus France a été en charge de la production d'une vidéo intitulée "Moving Forward" qui présente des portraits de jeunes réfugiés de Syrie
ayant bénéficié d'une bourse HOPES pour leurs études supérieures.

La version longue de cette vidéo est disponible en cliquant sur I'image ci-dessous :

Par ailleurs, la chaine Youtube du projet est accessible a I'adresse suivante : https:/www.youtube.com/channel/UCgcrgsipQ_Qi5xX2SFCNCZw
(https:/iwww.youtube.com/channel/lUCgcrgsjpQ_ Qi5xX2SFCNCZw)

Enfin, les comptes Twitter (@HOPES-Madad) et Facebook (HOPES-Madad) ont également été officiellement lancés.







Applications Open for HOPES Scholarships in Jordan!

Deadline: 15 June 2017

The Higher and Further Education Opportunities & Perspectives for Syrians (HOPES) is seeking applications
for the second intake of its scholarship program for refugees from Syria in Jordan in partnership with
UNHCR’s Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative (DAFI).

HOPES Scholarship program for graduate studies funded by the EU ‘Madad’ Fund in Jordan.

The HOPES scholarship covers two years of post-graduate education (Master's Degree). Extension to the
second year is subject to the demonstration of satisfactory performance during the first year of the Master’s

Degree program.
Benefits

= Annual registration/tuition fees.

= Living allowance covering basic expenses, such as food and local travel during the semester.
Eligibility Criteria

= To be eligible for application, a candidate must:
= be arefugee from Syria,
= be under 32 years old,
= hold a valid refugee permit issued by UNHCR,
= have successfully completed a bachelor degree from a recognized university with at least a good
average,
= have no other financial means of support for obtaining the master's degree, not be a current
beneficiary of any other academic scholarships,
= have a tentative acceptance letter from the GJU in case that he or she would like to study at this
university.
= Candidates already enrolled in master programs at Jordanian universities are also eligible to apply.
= Women are especially encouraged to apply.

= Pre-selected applicants will undergo six weeks of English language intensive courses previous to their
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master studies. This will enable them to pass the National English Language Exam and help them during

their study. (These courses as well as transportation costs will be covered by HOPES.)

How to Apply

Applications must be submitted via email at the address given on the website.

For more information, please visit HOPES Scholarships.
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Hopes Scholarship program for refugees from Syria for the academic year 2017-2018 ( ;¥ - Announcement -

Hopes team is pleased to share with you the call for application for the refugees from Syria for the academic year
2017-2018.

(Attached the scholarship applications as well as the announcements in both versions: Arabic and English).

The call is open till the 31st of July 2017. All applicants must comply with the following eligibility criteria:
1. Be arefugee from Syria,

2. Be under 32 years old,

3. Hold a valid registration certificate or recording number from the UNHCR,

4. Have no other financial means of support for obtaining the master’s degree, not be a current beneficiary of any
other academic scholarships.

5. Have a pre admission from the Lebanese University for the academic year 2017-2018
6. Have a valid residency permit

7. Have only 2 years of study interruption since accomplishment of bachelor studies.

N.B: The form is available electronically on the www.hopes-madad.org website or can be found as a hard copy at
the HOPES office in Beirut and at UNHCR offices.

Please note that candidates may only submit ONE application — either electronically or in hardcopy!
For inquiries about the HOPES scholarship, please contact us through:

E-mail: Lebanon@hopes-madad.org

Telephone No: 01/420284 - 01420238 (call time: Monday to Friday between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm)

Should you require further information, please visit our Facebook page: HOPES-Madad.

Tel> +961 1 420238 | 4961 1 420284
Lebanon@hopes-madad.org

Lebanon> Beirut | Damascus Road | Institut Francais | 1st floor




HOPES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR
REFUGEES FROM SYRIA FUNDED BY THE
EU 'MADAD' FUND ANNOUNCEMENT FOR

MASTER'S DEGREE SCHOLARSHIPS IN
LEBANON

03.07.2017

HOPES Scholarship program for refugees from Syria funded by the EU 'Madad' Fund Announcement for Master's Degree scholarships
Lebanon

To check the scholarship announcement and the eligibility criteria please click here

To download the application please click here

HOPES Scholarship Program for Graduate Studies

&' gju.edu.jo/news/hopes-scholarship-program-graduate-studies-7126

Tuesday, 16 May, 2017

The Project HOPES ( Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for
Syrians ), funded by the EU’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis , the
“‘Madad Fund” and implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service ( DAAD) ,
the British Council, Campus France and Nuffic, is pleased to announce the second intake
of its scholarship program for refugees from Syria in Jordan in partnership with UNHCR’s
Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative ( DAFI).

The project provides refugees of post —secondary age from Syrian and young people in
host communities in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey with the opportunity to
access higher education in the host countries and to contribute to the preparation of the
post-crises reconstruction of Syria.

The HOPES scholarship covers two years of post-graduate education (Master's Degree).
Extension to the second year is subject to the demonstration of satisfactory performance
during the first year of the Master’'s Degree program.

For the Eligibility Criteria and further important information, please clickhere.

Program Application

To read the full announcement in Arabic please click here.
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Many Scholarships Don't Meet Syrians’ Needs

LONDON—Syrian youth in Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey say that the scholarships available to
them are limited in number and in the fields of study they support. As a result, many students
say they are studying in fields not related to their academic background or in which they have
little aptitude or interest, according to a report released last week by the British Council at its
annual Going Global conference.

The leaders of scholarship programs praised the study’s emphasis on students. “The study’s

findings confirm what we know and experience in our programs,” said Carsten Walbiner, director

of the HOPES Coalition, which offers 300 scholarships. “It's important because it focuses on

students, and we need to rethink what we are offering to make sure of its effectiveness.” E

Since 2015, many international and higher-education institutions have developed programs
geared toward offering scholarships to refugees. The number of higher-education scholarships
available for Syrian students has increased sharply over the past year. But this expansion does
not meet the demand, and many students have already dropped out of scholarship programs for
a variety of reasons, including a feeling of hopelessness that they will never find employment. (See related article “Little Hope of Jobs for Syrians in Lebanon
and Jordan.”)

Syrian students outside the Citadel in Aleppo (Alamy.com)

The British Council's new report did find that Syrian young people expressed a very high interest in higher education. Students saw higher education as a path
to economic survival, a way to achieve a life they would value and to contribute to rebuilding their country in the future. But the report noted that Syrian youth
are disappointed that scholarships often can only be applied to certain universities, which means that they must commute long distances to campus
(sometimes one-and-a-half to two hours each way), taking up time when they could be studying and exposing them to security risks. Women in particular do
not like to commute after dark. Refugees also criticize the financial terms of their scholarships, which generally cover the direct costs of education such as
tuition and fees but too often do not include support for other costs like books, accommodations, or travel expenses. Students also said they often experience
late and irregular payments of scholarship funds.

“It was not the lack of higher-education opportunities but more the availability of suitable scholarships that might enable youth to take up these
opportunities,” said Kathleen Fincham, a senior lecturer in education and social science at St. Mary’s University in London who conducted the study.

The study was qualitative and based on interviews with 178 Syrian youth in Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey. The data for the study were collected through
participant observation, semi-structured interviews and focus groups to reveal young Syrian refugees’ perceptions of higher-education opportunities. “l used
these research methods to enable local, individual and marginalized viewpoints to emerge,” said Fincham.

The study made certain that female voices were included by interviewing 80 women. It also showed differences in perspectives on education between
genders. For example, male youth in all three countries saw higher education as a means of securing better employment. Female youth more often reported
that they had no specific career goals in mind, but wanted to pursue higher education for reasons including love of knowledge or because they believed

education would make them better at raising their children.

“Women's presence is important in Syrian society,” said Fincham. “But men and women often had different reasons for wanting to continue their studies,
reflecting different roles that higher education plays in their lives as well as the different impact it has on their access to the labor market.”

For now, less than five percent of Syrian refugees have access to higher education, the report said.

“Education is not for refugees’ employment only, it is a kind of protection, which should be offered to refugees without restrictions,” said Vick Ikobwa,
education officer at UNHCR in Jordan, during a discussion of the report at Going Global.

His point of view is compatible with what the author of the report recommends.

“Young Syrian refugees need extra guidance to gain access to higher education and then further support while studying,” said Fincham. “In countries of
asylum, higher education plays a key role in refugees’ social and economic integration.”




PORTRAITS DES ETUDIANTS LAUREATS DU
PROGRAMME HOPES

PAYS CONCERNE(S) :
TOUT PUBLIC EGYPTE, IRAK, JORDANIE,
LIBAN, SYRIE, TURQUIE

#Bourse et Financement

"Moving Forward", portraits d'étudiants réfugiés
syriens ©HOPES

Le projet HOPES <http://www.hopes-
madad.org/> (Higher and Further Education
Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians) vise
a améliorer la situation des jeunes réfugiés
syriens, ainsi que celles des jeunes en situation
de vulnérabilité dans cing pays d'accueil voisins
de la Syrie (I'Egypte, I'lrak, la Jordanie, le Liban




et la Turquie) et a faciliter leur acces a ‘
I'enseignement supérieur.

HOPES est financé a hauteur de 12 millions
d’euros par le Fonds Madad
<https:/www.touteleurope.eu/actualite/fonds-
madad-pour-la-syrie.html>, Fonds fiduciaire
régional de I'Union européenne en réponse a la
crise syrienne. Le projet HOPES finance des
bourses d'études pour permettre aux jeunes
réfugiés Syriens et aux jeunes des pays d'accueil
en situation de vulnérabilité de poursuivre leurs
études, en licence et en master.
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PRESS RELEASES

EU organises conference on Higher
Education and Refugees in the
Mediterranean region

The conference is taking place on 26 and 27 September in Beirut

The European Commission and the HOPES project funded by the EU’s Regional Trust
Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis, the 'Madad' Fund, are organising a conference on
26 and 27 September 2017 on how to support refugees and vulnerable populations from
host countries access to higher education in the Mediterranean region.

The opening of the conference was attended by H.E. Minister of Education and Higher
Education, Marwan Hamade, the Head of the Delegation of the European Union to
Lebanon, Ambassador Christina Lassen, and the President of the Association of Arab
Universities, Sultan Abuorabi Al-Adwan.

The conference is gathering more than 120 participants, including representatives from
ministries, international and non-governmental organisations, universities, as well as
students from the Mediterranean region and Europe, in addition to representatives from
the European Commission and EU Member States. It aims at facilitating discussions and
comparing successes and challenges in providing access to higher education for
refugees from Syria, as well as for vulnerable students from host communities.

In her opening remarks, Ambassador Lassen said: "'Syria, the region, the European
Union and the whole world need highly educated, technically sound, self-confident and
motivated people who are active members of their communities. Through access to

higher education, these individuals and their communities will have higher hopes and
better prospects for the future. For that, we need quality universities that can create an
environment of trust, respect, and non-discrimination, and higher education institutions
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that encourage cultural and religious diversity, and promote respect for the individual
and personal freedom." During this conference, it is important to show the successes, as
well as the challenges that still lay ahead. Both will be key inputs for EU future
cooperation and for the second Brussels Conference on Supporting the Future of Syria
and the Region that will be organised in 2018 as announced in New York last Friday by
High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini," she added.

Context

The war in Syria is now is in its seventh year with no lasting solution in sight. Over seven
million Syrians have been displaced internally and around five million have fled the
country, leaving behind not only family, friends and property, but also hopes and
aspirations.

One of the spheres heavily disrupted is the school and university education of millions of
displaced Syrian children and youth. More than half of Syrian refugees are younger than
18 and need, and want, to be educated. While a lot has been done to secure primary
and partly also secondary education, enrolment of young Syrian refugees in higher
education is still massively insufficient. This creates a dangerous gap in the learning and
qualification of Syria's young generation, the generation that one day will rebuild Syria
and thus must not become a 'lost generation'.

The European Union has provided material, help and expert knowledge to incorporate
Syrian youth and vulnerable host communities into the higher educational institutions
with an investment of EUR 53 million alone from the EU's Regional Trust Fund in
Response to the Syrian Crisis,the 'Madad Fund'.

This support has generated around 3,800 full scholarships, 5,741 language courses and
over 40,000 counselling sessions. Girls and women represent an important number of
those benefitting from these actions. Throughout four years, students are allowed to
attend and complete undergraduate and master degrees, professional courses and
language classes in key sectors like nursing, pharmacy, education, engineering and
business administration among others.

These efforts complement other European Union interventions to improve the quality
and facilitate the reform of Higher Education systems and institutions, mainly in the
framework of Erasmus+ and specific bilateral interventions including some of EU
member states.

Southern Mediterranean countries and EU Member States have signalled interest to
learn from these practices and see how institutions and other organisations in their own

countries are addressing the higher education needs of migrants and refugees.

The involvement of participants from Southern Mediterranean countries (Algeria, Egypt,
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Turkey, Syria and Tunisia) and
interested EU Member States (Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom) will not only widen the options to be
presented but also enrich the discussion.
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For more information please contact:

DG Education and Culture - European Commission:

EAC-DIALOGUE-SOUTH-MED@ec.europa.eu

HOPES:

communication@hopes-madad.org

The EU Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis, the 'Madad Fund':

Iris Abraham

Communications & Outreach

iris.abraham@ec.europa.eu
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Euro-Méediterranee

dimanche 15 octobre 2017

L'UE organise une conférence sur I'enseignement
supérieur et les réfugiés dans la région
méditerranéenne

La Commission européenne et le projet HOPES, financé par le Fonds fiduciaire
régional de I'UE en réponse a la crise syrienne (Fonds « Madad »), organisent
une conférence a Beyrouth les 26 et 27 septembre 2017 sur la maniére de
soutenir I'accés des réfugiés et des populations vulnérables des pays hotes a
I'’enseignement supérieur dans la région méditerranéenne.

La conférence rassemble plus de 120 participants, y compris des représentants de
ministéres, d’‘organisations internationales et non gouvernementales, d’universités,
ainsi que des étudiants de la région méditerranéenne et d’Europe, en plus des
représentants de la Commission européenne et des Etats membres de I'UE.

Le ministre libanais de I'Education et de I'enseignement supérieur, Marwan Hamade, la
chef de la délégation de I'UE au Liban, I'Ambassadrice Christina Lassen, et le président
de I’Association des universités arabes, Sultan Abuorabi Al-Adwan, ont assisté a
I'ouverture de la conférence.

Dans son discours d’ouverture, I’'Ambassadrice Lassen a déclaré : « La Syrie, la région,
I'Union européenne et le monde entier ont besoin de personnes hautement qualifiées,
techniquement solides, sires d’elles-mémes et motivées, qui soient des membres actifs
de leurs communautés. Grace a l'accés a l'enseignement supérieur, ces personnes et
leurs communautés auront de plus grands espoirs et de meilleures perspectives
d’avenir. Pour cela, nous avons besoin d’universités de qualité capables de créer un
environnement de confiance, de respect et de non-discrimination, ainsi que
d’établissements d’enseignement supérieur qui encouragent la diversité culturelle et
religieuse et promeuvent le respect de la liberté individuelle et personnelle. »
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L'Union européenne a fourni du matériel, de l'aide et des connaissances spécialisées
pour intégrer les jeunes syriens et les communautés d’accueil vulnérables dans les
établissements d’enseignement supérieur grace a un investissement de 53 millions
d’euros provenant du seul Fonds fiduciaire régional de I'UE en réponse a la crise
syrienne.

Cette aide a permis de générer environ 3 800 bourses d’études, 5 741 cours de langue
et plus de 40 000 séances de conseil.

Pour en savoir plus

Communiqué de presse

Délégation de I'UE au Liban - Site internet

Fonds fiduciaire régional de I'UE en réponse a la crise syrienne
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EU organises conference on
higher education and refugees in
the Mediterranean region

27-09-2017

The

EU Neighbours South

European Commission and the HOPES project funded by the EU’s Regional
Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis (the 'Madad' Fund), are organising
a conference in Beirut on 26 and 27 September 2017 on how to support the
access of refugees and vulnerable populations from host countries to higher
education in the Mediterranean region.
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The conference is gathering more than 120 participants, including
representatives from ministries, international and non-governmental
organisations, universities, as well as students from the Mediterranean region
and Europe, in addition to representatives from the European Commission and

EU Member States.
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The opening of the conference was attended by the Lebanese Minister of
Education and Higher Education, Marwan Hamade, the Head of the EU
Delegation to Lebanon Ambassador Christina Lassen, and the President of the
Association of Arab Universities, Sultan Abuorabi Al-Adwan.

In her opening remarks, Ambassador Lassen said: "Syria, the region, the
European Union and the whole world need highly educated, technically sound, self-
confident and motivated people who are active members of their communities.
Through access to higher education, these individuals and their communities will
have higher hopes and better prospects for the future. For that, we need quality
universities that can create an environment of trust, respect, and non-
discrimination, and higher education institutions that encourage cultural and
religious diversity, and promote respect for the individual and personal freedom."

The European Union has provided material, help and expert knowledge to
incorporate Syrian youth and vulnerable host communities into higher
educational institutions with an investment of €53 million alone from the EU's

Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis.

This support has generated around 3,800 full scholarships, 5,741 language
courses and over 40,000 counselling sessions.

Read More
Press Release
Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon

EU Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis

Also available in Share

Arabic

French




~N
—
o
N
S
o
2
£
o
L o d
o
@
n
)
N

DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON
26/09/2017 | Press release | Distributed by Public on 26/09/2017 13:38

EU organises conference on Higher Education and Refugees in the
Mediterranean region

The European Commission and the HOPES project funded by the EU's Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis, the 'Madad' Fund,
are organising a conference on 26 and 27 September 2017 on how to support refugees and vulnerable populations from host countries access to
higher education in the Mediterranean region.

The opening of the conference was attended by H.E. Minister of Education and Higher Education, Marwan Hamade, the Head of the Delegation
of the European Union to Lebanon, Ambassador Christina Lassen, and the President of the Association of Arab Universities, Sultan Abuorabi Al-
Adwan.

The conference is gathering more than 120 participants, including representatives from ministries, international and non-governmental
organisations, universities, as well as students from the Mediterranean region and Europe, in addition to representatives from the European
Commission and EU Member States. It aims at facilitating discussions and comparing successes and challenges in providing access to higher
education for refugees from Syria, as well as for vulnerable students from host communities.

In her opening remarks, Ambassador Lassen said: "Syria, the region, the European Union and the whole world need highly educated, technically
sound, self-confident and motivated people who are active members of their communities. Through access to higher education, these individuals
and their communities will have higher hopes and better prospects for the future. For that, we need quality universities that can create an
environment of trust, respect, and non-discrimination, and higher education institutions that encourage cultural and religious diversity, and
promote respect for the individual and personal freedom.' During this conference, it is important to show the successes, as well as the challenges
that still lay ahead. Both will be key inputs for EU future cooperation and for the second Brussels Conference on Supporting the Future of Syria
and the Region that will be organised in 2018 as announced in New York last Friday by High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini,
she added.

Context

The war in Syria is now is in its seventh year with no lasting solution in sight. Over seven million Syrians have been displaced internally and
around five million have fled the country, leaving behind not only family, friends and property, but also hopes and aspirations.

One of the spheres heavily disrupted is the school and university education of millions of displaced Syrian children and youth. More than half of
Syrian refugees are younger than 18 and need, and want, to be educated. While a lot has been done to secure primary and partly also secondary
education, enrolment of young Syrian refugees in higher education is still massively insufficient. This creates a dangerous gap in the learning and
qualification of Syria's young generation, the generation that one day will rebuild Syria and thus must not become a 'lost generation'.

The European Union has provided material, help and expert knowledge to incorporate Syrian youth and vulnerable host communities into the
higher educational institutions with an investment of EUR 53 million alone from the EU's Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis,the
'Madad Fund'.

This support has generated around 3,800 full scholarships, 5,741 language courses and over 40,000 counselling sessions. Girls and women
represent an important number of those benefitting from these actions. Throughout four years, students are allowed to attend and complete
undergraduate and master degrees, professional courses and language classes in key sectors like nursing, pharmacy, education, engineering
and business administration among others.

These efforts complement other European Union interventions to improve the quality and facilitate the reform of Higher Education systems and
institutions, mainly in the framework of Erasmus+ and specific bilateral interventions including some of EU member states.

Southern Mediterranean countries and EU Member States have signalled interest to learn from these practices and see how institutions and other
organisations in their own countries are addressing the higher education needs of migrants and refugees.

The involvement of participants from Southern Mediterranean countries (Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Turkey,
Syria and Tunisia) and interested EU Member States (Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, ltaly, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, United
Kingdom) will not only widen the options to be presented but also enrich the discussion.

For more information please contact:

DG Education and Culture - European Commission:
EAC-DIALOGUE-SOUTH-MED@ec.europa.eu
HOPES:

communication@hopes-madad.org

The EU Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis, the 'Madad Fund"

Iris Abraham

Communications & Outreach

iris.abraham@ec.europa.eu
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Smartlinks | Delegation of the European Union to the Republic of Lebanon | European Union | International News | Education | Social and Non-
Profit | Politics and Policy | Government | International Politics and Policy | Diplomacy and Foreign Policy | Embassies
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Syrian refugees’ struggle for higher
education

Syrian refugee students enormously suffer in the field of higher education and need to accordingly
adapt to the education systems of their host countries

File photo

Since the outbreak of the Syrian crisis in 2011, approximately 7 million
displaced Syrians have become refugees in neighboring countries such as
Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Egypt and Turkey, as well as in Europe and elsewhere.
It is obvious that this mass migration from Syria has seriously damaged the
normal flow of the lives of the refugees and caused them to face many
problems in the host countries. Education, particularly higher education, is
one of the fields in which Syrian refugee students enormously suffer and thus
definitely need support to adapt and conform themselves to the education

systems of host countries.




As for higher education opportunities for Syrian refugee students, recently I
have attended a “Conference on Higher Education and Refugees in the
Mediterranean region” held on Sept. 26-27, 2017 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Beirut, Lebanon. The conference was organized by the European
Commission’s Directorate General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture
(DG EAC) and by the HOPES project “Higher and Further Education
Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians” funded by the European Union’s
Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis the Madad Fund, and
implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the British
Council, Campus France and Nuffic. More than 100 participants from
different universities of the Mediterranean regions, Europe, Turkey, NGOs,
the European Commission, the Turkish Higher Education Council and so
forth debated “The impact of the Syrian crisis on the higher education systems
of neighboring countries, while addressing various examples of higher

education systems facing similar challenges in Europe and in other Southern

N
~
=}
~N
S
o
a
o
L ol
v}
o
=
~

Mediterranean countries” in detail for two days. All the parties in the
conference seemed very much concerned with what is called “The Lost

Generation” because each participant argued that Syrian refugee students’
access to higher education has been visibly limited and even diminishing in
numbers due to some serious obstacles faced in the host countries. According
to the report prepared by Keith David Watenpaugh, Adrienne L. Fricke, and

James R. King, for instance, “Before the war, around 26 percent of Syrian



young people were enrolled in higher education.” Additionally, the 2016
report of the “EU Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis”
shows that the estimated number of Syrian students in higher education aged
18-24 out of the total population was 20 percent before the war, yet the same
report shows that this number decreased to less than 5 percent in 2016. These
figures point to the fact that Syrian refugee students face serious difficulty in
having access to higher education in the host countries that they live in. In
their joint study on the higher education of Syrian refugee students, Ahmad
Al-Hawamdeh and Hana A. El-Ghali argue that “The continued disruption of
Syrians’ higher education poses a great threat to the financial status and
quality of life of refugees. Moreover, an uneducated ‘lost generation’ will not
be equipped to rebuild the economic, political, educational, and

infrastructures in post-war Syria.”
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The conference I attended focused closely upon this fundamental issue of how

9

to save the “uneducated ‘lost generation™ of Syrian refugee students and get

them back to higher education. For two days, there were really important
presentations and talks about the Syrian crisis and the higher education of
Syrian refugee students in Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan, Egypt and Turkey, as well
as in Europe and elsewhere. Participants sincerely shared their experiences
with each other, talked about the problems they have faced and suggested,
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from their point of view, what may be done to resolve this critical situation.
The main difficulty everyone agreed on is the financial problem and
scholarships. They not only called for international aid agencies to further
increase their donation, but they also asked private donors and NGOs to
shoulder responsibility; otherwise, young people aged 18-14 will have to work
overseas to support themselves and their families, which will definitely
interrupt their higher education. The second severe threat to the higher
education of Syrian students is the language barrier. Although host countries
try to minimize its adverse effect, the language barrier is still a significant

issue in education since there are not many programs which offer courses in

Arabic or English in the host countries, so that learning the native language or
learning English takes time and thus causes the delay. Sometimes the lack of
command of Turkish or English, as in the case of Turkey, also negatively
affects their studies and eventually discourages and frustrates them, so that
many give up. For teaching language, researches and reports show that
Turkey, in addition to its humanitarian aid, has done more than its share
compared to the other host countries. For instance, each university has
opened a Turkish Language Centre (TOMER), where Syrian refugee students
learn Turkish and then are able to continue their higher education. Students
are also able to attend School of Foreign Languages to hone their English.
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In addition, a few universities such as Gaziantep University, located in
Turkey’s south eastern province Gaziantep, offer courses in Arabic. Another
main problem discussed in the conference is the high number of Syrian
refugees in host countries such as Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan compared to
European countries and the U.S. In absence of international support and
assistance, this over-crowded situation becomes even more critical, and
further difficult to handle the higher education of Syrian refugee students in

Turkey, Lebanon and other locations.

Of course, there are many other issues debated in the conference, yet what I
would like to talk about here is something else. Conference participants
seemed to truly do their best to help Syrian students, solve their education
problems and make them ready to rebuild not only their own lives but also
their country in the near future. But these activities are really small-scale,
sometimes local and sometimes disorganized. These sincere efforts are all
good and well, yet the misery and suffering will worsen, because it is blatant is
that the Syrian crisis will not end as long as Syria continues to be the

playground of new colonial superpowers.

As Rula Jebreal writes in her article titled “How to Treat Refugees with
Dignity: A Lesson From Turkey,” published in the New York Times, “The

greatest burden of receiving Syria’s refugees has fallen not on the United

States or on Europe, but on Syria’s neighbors: Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan.”
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The instability in Syria in particular and in the Middle East in general
obviously will definitely deteriorate the crisis even further, not only leading
more Syrians, Yemenis, Iraqis, and Palestinians to suffer but also leading to
the emergence of new proxy terror groups in the region as in the past. What
experience show us is that the instability and the clash of interest in the
Middle East helps new colonialists enlarge their area of influence, which
means more clashes, more deaths, more suffering and misery in the region.
What is funny and crazes us is that these new colonizers delicately organize
their policies in such a way that they seem to deal with the crisis; that is, they

create the problem and conflict by applying their “divide and conquer” policy
1n a quiet manner that makes no one suspicious ot the situation at tirst sight;

then they try to convince us through the controlled media and other means of
propaganda. Later on, they strive to end the conflict, as though they really
want an end, for the sake of peace and humanity. As in the case of the Syrian
Crisis and Daesh, for example, a lot of superficial talks, meetings,
conversations and so on have constantly followed one another until now. In
the end, it has amounted to nothing, yet new colonialists have managed to
expand their space and influence in the region: that is, they, as usual, feed on
the crisis to get the lion’s share of the cake, while the indigenous people
immensely suffer. To be honest, they do not seem sincere and honest in their
talks and efforts to find a solution to the conflict but give an impression that
they always have a secret agenda; there is always a sense of mistrust, and thus
how would you trust stakeholders and resolve the conflict in such a situation?
This is apparently a new form of imperialism or colonialism to control the
weak or the places which are rich in natural resources. When it comes to the
United Nations, whose main purposes are to maintain international peace
and security, to protect human rights, to promote sustainable development
and to uphold international law, everyone knows its lamentable condition; it
has obviously lost its credibility and trust. Although the UN is severely
criticized by many leaders such as Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
the destiny of the whole world still lies between the two lips of the five
permanent members — China, France, the Russian Federation, the United
Kingdom and The United States of America — of the United Nation Security

Council that have the right to veto any decision they do not like or which is
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against their interest, so that it will be naive to expect a just and strong
decision from the UN. Simply, the UN is not free and independent in its law,
decisions and applications but a slave to the desires and interests of the five
permanent members of the Security Council.

Hence whatever was debated and shared at the conference in Beirut,
concerning the serious threats to the lives and barriers to the higher education
of Syrian refugee students, will not go much beyond talks and discussions
without the strong will, determination, honesty, and even more the
trustworthiness of the United Nations, the European Union, developed
countries, NGOs and volunteer groups. Otherwise, the conflicts and
sufferings, as in the case of Syria, Yemen, Iraq, Palestine, and Rakhine, will

never end.

By Prof. Dr. Ali Giines, Vice Rector at Karabiik University
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UNIMED’s commitment towards Refugees Crisis In the MENA
Region: two meetings in Lebanon for new solutions and
future actions

UNIMED’s engagement towards the refugees crisis and the consequences for MENA Higher
Education System is a continuous commitment. This constantly changing crisis is putting these
countries (from Turkey to Lebanon, including Jordan and Iraq plus Egypt) under a tremendous pressure
even if a return process in Syrian is becoming a de facto reality.

In any case this crisis will last for the next years and new solutions are required in order to face this
enormous challenge, considering education as a fundamental element for providing solutions to this crisis
for the mutual benefit of both refugees and hosting communities.

In this framework, UNIMED will participate in the Higher Education and Refugees in the
Mediterranean region Conference which will take place on 26 and 27 September 2017 at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Beirut-Lebanon. This event is jointly organized by the European Commission’s
Directorate General for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture (DG EAC) and the HOPES project “Higher and
Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians” (http://www.hopes-madad.org/) funded by
the European Union’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis, the ‘Madad Fund’ and
implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the British Council, Campus France and
Nuffic. This conference will gather more than 100 participants and will focus on the impact of the Syrian
crisis on the higher education systems of neighbouring countries, while addressing various examples of
higher education systems facing similar challenges in Europe and in other Southern Mediterranean
countries.

Immediately after this conference, on the 27th and 28t of September, 2017, the Lebanese University will
host the first partnership meeting of the Refugees Education Support in mena CoUntriEs — RESCUE
project (https://www.rescuerefugees.eu) funded by the ERASMUS+ Capacity building for Higher Education
programme of the European Union. Since its inception in early 2017, the project has made significant
progress in analysing in detail the specific needs and constraints of the seven partner Universities in
Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq (KRG) when dealing with refugee and Internally Displaced students willing to
resume their training paths. This analysis was carried out through paper questionnaires and on the
occasion of three extensive site visits in the target countries performed by the staff of the European
partners accompanied by a representative of AArU the Association of Arab Universities. During these visits,
not only the relevant Universities were interviewed, but other important stakeholders such as local NGO’s
and public institutions were consulted.

All this information has then been analysed and elaborated in a comprehensive report which
will be published soon. The report confirms the fact that it is virtually impossible to design a common
set of solutions which would fit all the partner Universities. In fact, some common issues have been
identified such as:

e The need for language courses;

e The need for the recognition of prior learning (to different degrees of severity in the various Higher
education Systems);
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e The need for financial support to students (in terms of spreading awareness about existing
opportunities)

e The need for Psychological support.

Other issues such as legal support and the provision of VET courses are less homogeneously spread but
present in many Universities.

In parallel to this, a set of best practices in the area of interest of the project have been collected and are
being compiled in a report to be published in the forthcoming days. These will be used as a basis for
designing and implementing individual action plans for each partner University.
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Higher education critical for refugees: EU
ambassador

European Union Ambassador to Lebanon Christina Lassen speaking on education issues for

refugees at the Crowne Plaza in Hamra, Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2017. (Image courtesy of the

EU delegation in Lebanon)

© Sep. 27,2017 112:11 AM
The Daily Star

BEIRUT: As the Syria conflict continues to grind on, the European Commission Tuesday
emphasized the need to prioritize access to higher education for refugees in Lebanon
and across the region. “Syria, the region, the European Union and the whole world need
highly educated, technically sound, self-confident and motivated people who are active
members of their communities,” EU Ambassador to Lebanon Christina Lassen said on
the first day of a two-day conference in Beirut Tuesday, according to a media statement.
“For that, we need quality universities that can create an environment of trust, respect,
and nondiscrimination, and higher education institutions that encourage cultural and

religious diversity, and promote respect for the individual and personal freedom,” she
added.

Education Minister Marwan Hamadeh and President of the Association of Arab

Universities Sultan Abu-Orabi al-Adwan were among those at the conference opening at

the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Hamra.
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Over 120 representatives from local civil society and international organizations, as well
as ministerial figures, gathered with the aim of “facilitating discussions, and comparing

successes and challenges” in the effort to provide higher education to Syrian refugees.

According to the press release, the ideas generated during these conversations will
then be "key inputs” for the upcoming “Brussels Conference on Supporting the Future

of Syria and the Region,” scheduled to take place in spring 2018.

The conference is hosted by the EU Commission, along with HOPES project — a $14
million initiative funded by the EU’s Madad Fund.

The fund has allowed approximately 3,800 full scholarships and 5,741 language courses

to be offered to refugee students.

“Throughout four years, students are allowed to attend and complete undergraduate

and master’s degrees, professional courses and language classes in key sectors like
nursing, pharmacy, education, engineering and business administration among others,”

the media statement said.

While the U.N. Children’s Fund and the Education Ministry have worked to provide free
education to all minors in Lebanon, this is only guaranteed up to ninth grade, making

higher education a privilege, rather than a right, for many.

“This creates a dangerous gap in the learning and qualification of Syria’s young
generation, the generation that one day will rebuild Syria and thus must not become a

‘lost generation,’” the statement added.

The conference will conclude on Sept. 27.

Copyrights 2018, The Daily Star - All Rights Reserved
27/09/2017
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Higher education critical for refugees: EU ambassador.

Summary: As the Syria conflict continues to grind on, the European Commission Tuesday emphasized
the need to prioritize access to higher education for refugees in Lebanon and across the region.

BEIRUT: As the Syria conflict continues to grind on, the European Commission Tuesday emphasized
the need to prioritize access to higher education for refugees in Lebanon and across the region. "Syria,
the region, the European Union and the whole world need highly educated, technically sound, self-
confident and motivated people who are active members of their communities," EU Ambassador to
Lebanon Christina Lassen said on the first day of a two-day conference in Beirut Tuesday, according to
a media statement. "For that, we need quality universities that can create an environment of trust,
respect, and nondiscrimination, and higher education institutions that encourage cultural and religious
diversity, and promote respect for the individual and personal freedom," she added.

Education Minister Marwan Hamadeh and President of the Association of Arab Universities Sultan Abu-
Orabi al-Adwan were among those at the conference opening at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Hamra.

Over 120 representatives from local civil society and international organizations, as well as ministerial
figures, gathered with the aim of "facilitating discussions, and comparing successes and challenges" in
the effort to provide higher education to Syrian refugees.

According to the press release, the ideas generated during these conversations will then be "key inputs"
for the upcoming "Brussels Conference on Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region," scheduled to
take place in spring 2018.

The conference is hosted by the EU Commission, along with HOPES project -- a $14 million initiative
funded by the EU's Madad Fund.

The fund has allowed approximately 3,800 full scholarships and 5,741 language courses to be offered to
refugee students.

"Throughout four years, students are allowed to attend and complete undergraduate and master's
degrees, professional courses and language classes in key sectors like nursing, pharmacy, education,
engineering and business administration among others," the media statement said.

While the U.N. Children's Fund and the Education Ministry have worked to provide free education to all
minors in Lebanon, this is only guaranteed up to ninth grade, making higher education a privilege, rather
than a right, for many.

"This creates a dangerous gap in the learning and qualification of Syria's young generation, the
generation that one day will rebuild Syria and thus must not become a 'lost generation,"™ the statement
added.

The conference will conclude on Sept. 27.

Copyright [c] 2017, The Daily Star. All rights reserved. Provided by SyndiGate Media Inc. (
Syndigate.info ).
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~ Higher Education and Refugees: a better coordination for
future sustainability

The Conference on Higher Education and refugees organized in Beirut from 26-27 September 2017 in the
framework of the HOPEs project and in collaboration with the DG Education and Culture, showed the
absolute necessity for a stronger coordination among ongoing initiatives with regards refugees.

UNIMED participated at the two-days event with an intervention of the Director Marcello
Scalisi about the needs of Higher Education in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq (KRG) with particular
regard to the refugees crisis. Dr. Scalisi emphasized the need of setting up a permanent
observatory on Refugees/IDPs crisis in relation with Education/Higher Education in order to
better understand how to use education as a tool for fighting the crisis and providing useful
instruments. The main goal is to avoid the risk of losing generation and, as more and more urgent topic,
be prepared for the day after in Syria. UNIMED highlighted the necessity to promote a better
coordination system among all actors playing a supportive role to Higher Education
Institutions in the region in order to avoid fragmentation, duplication and a regional approach, in
favor of a more tailored national strategy. And last but not least, it is absolute mandatory to involve in any
measure in favor of refugees and the local communities.
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Many other institutions are implementing excellent projects achieving good results, but they are simply not
aware of each other. After two days of activities, we consider that this horizontal dimension of
coordination must be further implemented along with several vertical dimensions.




The debate during the two days activities demonstrated, for example, that there is a need for a training on
technical English language related with some specific scientific domains (such as medicine), that probably
Syrian students must be involved more and more in scholarship designing, that a new target can be
represented by Syrian Academics, that new activities should be imagined according to what is already on
the field searching for upgrading and up scaling rather than proposing new activities. It should be take into
consideration the fact that, obviously on long term process, it is probably time to start imagining activities
that can be performed in the MENA region and also transferred in Syria and in collaboration with Syrian
Academic Institutions.

The results of the meeting were put to the attention of RESCUE project members during the

15t partnership meeting of the project in Beirut at Lebanese University premises from 27 to 28
September. RESCUE project manager Raniero Chelli underlined the necessity to include in the R-SOS
services all these dimensions and needs and, together with all the partners, starts designing a tailored
action plan for the creation of these R-SOS units in the partner Universities in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq
(KRG). Basically the R-SOS units will help local HEIs to harmonize already ongoing initiatives informing the
local students communities about opportunities for their education career.

Better and quality access to education will help refugees, not only Syrians, to drive their life
towards their thoughts as their condition must not represent an obstacle for achieving what
they desire, want and dream.
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The Conference on Higher Education and Refugees organized in Beirut from 26-27 September 2017 in the
framework of the HOPEs project and in collaboration with the DG Education and Culture, showed the absolute
necessity for a stronger coordination among ongoing initiatives with regards refugees.

UNIMED have been participated at the two-days event with an intervention of the Director Marcello Scalisi
about the needs of Higher Education in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq (KRG) with particular regard to the refugees
crisis. Dr. Scalisi emphasized the need of setting up a permanent observatory on Refugees/IDPs crisis in
relation with Education/Higher Education in order to better understand how to use education as a tool for
fighting the crisis and providing useful instruments. The main goal is to avoid the risk of losing generation and,
as more and more urgent topic, be prepared for the day after in Syria. UNIMED highlighted the necessity to
promote a better coordination system among all actors playing a supportive role to Higher Education
Institutions in the region in order to avoid fragmentation, duplication and a regional approach, in favor of a
more tailored national strategy. And last but not least, it is absolute mandatory to involve in any measure in favor
of refugees and the local communities.

Many other institutions are implementing excellent projects achieving good results, but they are simply not
aware of each other. After two days of activities, we consider that this horizontal dimension of coordination
must be further implemented along with several vertical dimensions.

The debate during the two days activities demonstrated, for example, that there is a need for a training on
technical English language related with some specific scientific domains (such as medicine), that probably
Syrian students must be involved more and more in scholarship designing, that a new target can be represented
by Syrian Academics, that new activities should be imagined according to what is already on the field searching
for upgrading and up scaling rather than proposing new activities. It should be take into consideration the fact
that, obviously on long term process, it is probably time to start imagining activities that can be performed in the
MENA region and also transferred in Syria and in collaboration with Syrian Academic Institutions.

The results of the meeting were put to the attention of RESCUE project members during the 15t Partnership
meeting of the project in Beirut at Lebanese University premises from 27 to 28 September. RESCUE project
manager Raniero Chelli underlined the necessity to include in the R-SOS services all these dimensions and needs
and, together with all the partners, starts designing a tailored action plan for the creation of these R-SOS units in
the partner Universities in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq (KRG). Basically the R-SOS units will help local HEIs to
harmonize already ongoing initiatives informing the local students communities about opportunities for their
education career.

Better and quality access to education will help refugees, not only Syrians, to drive their life towards their
thoughts as their condition must not represent an obstacle for achieving what they desire, want and dream.
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Sapienza is deeply committed to provide support for the refugee crisis and, as part of a series of activitie
face the large migration flow to Europe, it is involved - together with the European Commission and othe
universities - in several projects that aim to provide refugees with access to university and higher educa

On September 26-27, Sapienza was in Beirut at the "Higher Education and Refugees in the Mediterranec
Conference, organized by the European Commission and Project "Hopes - Higher and Further Education
Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians." The event involves one hundred experts who will discuss th
impact of the Syrian Crisis on the higher education system in southern Mediterranean countries.

Subsequently, on September 27-28, Sapienza will be in Lebanon to attend the meeting of Project "RescL
Refugees Education Support in Mena Countries" coordinated by UNIMED, the Union of Mediterranean
Universities. Project Rescue, funded by the Erasmus+ Capacity Building Programme in Higher Education
2016, addresses refugee acceptance in Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq, countries that have been particularly
affected by the Syrian Crisis and have had to manage large flows of immigrants from the nearby areas c
conflict. The project aims to establish operational units at the seven Lebanese, Jordanian and Iraqgi partn
universities, to provide ad hoc services to refugees who wish to access higher education.

Moreover, Sapienza is also involved in Project InHere (funded by the European Union under the Erasmus
Strategic Partnership Programme) to facilitate the integration and access of refugees to higher educatior
institutes. Project InHere (Higher Education Supporting Refugees in Europe) has developed and publisht
catalogue of good practices on refugee reception, a selection of nearly 300 initiatives collected through t
Refugees Welcome Map Campaign conducted by the Association of European Universities. As part of the
project, the University of Barcelona will also organise a series of webinars on related issues and Sapienz
organise a workshop entitled "Easing Access of Refugees to HEIs” on October 18, 2017.
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Conference on Higher Education and Refugees in
the Mediterranean region

@ Past 26/09/17 27/09/17 Q Beirut, Lebanon

W higher_education

What?

This event was co-organised by the European Commission and the HOPES project (Higher
and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians) funded by the
European Union’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis and implemented
by the German Academic Exchange Service together with the British Council, Campus
France and Nuffic.

= Programme (English) (https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/higher-
education-refugees_en.pdf)

= Programme (francgais) (https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/higher-
education-refugees_ fr.pdf)

Why?

The conflict in Syria is now is in its sixth year with no lasting solution in sight. One of the
spheres that is heavily affected and challenged is the education system. While a lot has
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been done to secure primary and partly also secondary education, enrolment in higher
education is still insufficient. Only 1 to 5 per cent of the refugees from the relevant age
group have found a study place at a university or community college, the enrolment
figure stood at 26 per cent in Syria before the war. The reasons for this situation are
manifold: they include missing or invalid documentation, students lacking language and
other relevant skills, students not having the financial means to study and a lack of
capacity at the receiving institutions.

The international community in general and the European Union in particular have
provided material help and expert knowledge to incorporate Syrian youth and vulnerable
host communities into the higher educational institutions. In all countries of the region
enormous efforts, by governmental and non-governmental institutions, have been made
to allow for an opening of the higher education systems to refugees from Syria. In
addition, the wider region (southern Mediterranean and EU countries) have signalled
interest to learn from this example and see how higher education institutions are
addressing the higher educational need of migrants and refugees.

Goals

The overall objective of the event was to take stock, learn from each other and enhance
cooperation. Having the relevant actors together was a chance to study and improve
ongoing engagements with Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries.

The conference drew some conclusions, highlighted positive examples, and investigated
what has been done, what still needs to be done and how this can be achieved.

The target groups are university representatives, national authorities,
professionals/experts, students and other relevant stakeholders from Lebanon, Jordan,
Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Libya, Palestine, Syria, Turkey and Iraq.

Report

Conference report (http://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/hopes-
conference-report_en.pdf) (including summary and main conclusions)

Posters and presentations

Posters on projects and initiatives
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-posters_en.pdf)

The response by the initernational commnity: How can Erasmus+ help?

= Claire Morel, DG Education, Youth, Sport and Culture
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-clarie-morel_en.pdf)

Break out 1: Easing access to higher education: scholarship schemes and beyond

= Spark scholarship scheme: Yannick DU PONT, Spark Director American University of
Beirut (https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-yannick-
dupont_en.pdf)




= Rabih SHIBLI, Director of the Center for Civic Engagement and Community Service
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-rabih-shibli_en.pdf)

= Welcome Students-refugees Programme: Mohammad SALMAN, Director of academic
programme, Brussels Free University
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-mohammad-
salman_en.pdf)

Break out 2: Building institutional capacities to welcome and integrate refugee students
and scholars

= RESCUE project: Marcello SCALISI, Director of the Mediterranean Universities Union
(Unimed) (https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-marcello-
scalisi_en.pdf)

= Capacity building strand of the HOPES project - David VAN KAMPEN, Nuffic, Project
Manager (https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-david-van-
kampen_en.pdf)

» Turkish Council of Higher Education (YOK): Hasan MANDAL, Deputy President

Break out 3: MOOCs and embedded learning to reach out to refugee students and staff

= Kiron Open Higher Education, Grace ATKINSON, Head of Jordan Operations
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-grace-atkinson.pdf)

» Virtual University of Tunisia, Jilani LAMLOUMI, President
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-jilani-
lamloumi_en.pdf)

Feedback from the breakout sessions

= Session 1: Rosa DI STEFANO, Sapienza University, Italy
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-rosa-di-
stefano_en.pdf)

= Session 2: Yasser ELSHAYEB, Coordinator of the National Erasmus+ Office, Egypt
(https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-hopes-yasser-
elshayeb_en.pdf)

= Session 3: Bronwyn PARRY, PADILEIA partnership, Head of the School of Global Affairs
at King’s College London, UK (https://ec.europa.eu/education/sites/education/files/eac-
hopes-brownyn-parry_en.pdf)
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21 August 2017

Q&A ON HIGHER EDUCATION

21.08.2017

Q1: Can I enroll or resume my education in universities in Lebanon?

Yes. All refugees in Lebanon, who have completed the official high school in Lebanon (Thanawieh Aamah Lubnanieh) or its equivalence in their
country of origin, can access public or private certified universities in Lebanon.

Q2: What documents do I need to access universities in Lebanon?
When approaching a university in Lebanon, you should bring all the following documents:

ID document

Official high school transcript stamped by the ministry of education in Lebanon, or equivalence certificate, delivered by the equivalence
committee in the ministry of education and higher education in Lebanon.

Language proficiency score (for some universities) or entrance exams for some specialties

Q3: When can I enroll/ register in universities in Lebanon?

The enrollment date varies for each university. You could contact the university you wish to apply for to learn more about the enroliment date
and registration procedure.

Q4: What is the equivalence process?

Any student who holds a general certificate of secondary education issued by a governmental entity from an Arab or foreign country and wants
to pursue their studies in Lebanon should submit a request to the Equivalence Committee in education of the Ministry of Education to obtain
his/her grade equivalence before registering into the institutions of higher learning/universities.

Submitting requests for the Syrian general certificate of secondary education can be done through the mail (Libanpost) or through the Ministry
of Education and Higher Education, the equivalence department.

For more information on the equivalence process, please visit MEHE's website: http://www.mehe.gov.Ib/equiv/arabic/page/committee.html

Q5: What are the documents that must be submitted to the Equivalency Committee?
Academic Documents:

For general certificate of secondary education students:
Brevet certificate
General Certificate of Secondary Education with a clear mention of success

If the documents were not issued in Lebanon, the original documents and copies should be either:

Stamped by the Ministry of Education in the country in which studies were completed, and then by the embassy in Lebanon so that they can
by stamped by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Lebanon.
Stamped by the embassy of the country in which studies were completed then by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Lebanon.

Or

Administrative documents:

Valid Passport or Residency card issued by the General Security or UNHCR registration certificate.

Administrative fees (Official Lebanese stamps for a total value of 36,000 Lebanese Pounds)

Note: All the required documents should be presented as required with a certified copy. Foreign curriculum demands should be presented
before the end of January.

Q6: What do I do if I do not have one or more of the documents required? Who to contact?

These documents are mandatory to enroll in a certified university in Lebanon. We encourage you to gather all authentic documents as soon as
possible. If you do not have any of these documents, you could contact the university you wish to apply for to see if they have alternative
options.

Q7: Do I need a residency permit to go to university in Lebanon?
You might not need the residency permit to enroll or to resume your education in university.
Q8: Are foreign languages essential to access university education in Lebanon?

Not necessary. The minimum proficiency requirements differ from one university to another, as well as from faculty of studies to another.
Nevertheless, even to study Arabic literature, universities in Lebanon require mandatory foreigner language courses (English or French) to be
completed.

Many institutions offer foreign language classes across Lebanon. For more information, you could contact:

AMIDEAST: http://www.amideast.org/lebanon

British Council: https://www.britishcouncil.org.lb/en

Cervantes: http://beirut.cervantes.es/fr/default.shtm

Goethe Institute: https://www.goethe.de/ins/Ib/en/index.html

Institut Frangais (French Institut for French language) http://www.institutfrancais-liban.com/
Italian Institute: http://www.iicbeirut.esteri.it/iic_beirut/it/

Q9: Do I have to pay to enroll in a University in Lebanon? If yes, what are the costs?

Even public education in Lebanon is not free of charge. To access a public university faculty, foreign students have to pay a minimum of 700
USD and up to 900 USD for a BA per academic year and up to 1.200 USD for MA per academic year. Private universities cost range between
2,500 USD and 18,000 USD per academic year.
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21 August 2017

Q10: What are the different University scholarships available in Lebanon?

Below are some of the university scholarships in Lebanon available to refugee youth between 18-30 years’ old who have completed their
secondary education. Each scholarship provider offers different support packages. To learn more about the type of support offered, contact the
scholarship provider directly or visit their webpage.

AGFUND (Arab Gulf Program for development) in Partnership with the Arab Open University offers scholarships for Syrians refugees. For info,
contact: registrar@aou.edu.lb or StudentAffairs@aou.edu.lb

American University of Beirut, in partnership with Al Ghurair STEM Scholars Programme offers scholarships for Lebanese, Syrian and
Palestinians for STEM degree at the undergraduate/graduate level. For info, contact: applicants@alghurairfoundation.org

AMIDEAST’s Diana Kamal Scholarship Search Fund helps Syrian students apply to and win scholarships to study at U.S. universities. For info
contact hkaadi@amideast.org

AMIDEAST’s Hope Fund program helps PRL apply to and win scholarships to study at U.S. universities. For info contact hkaadi@amideast.org
AMIDEAST offer counseling, test prep, and English Language support to prepare students to enroll in universities in Lebanon or in the U.S. For
info contact hkaadi@amideast.org

AMIDEAST manages the MEPI Tomorrows’ Leaders Scholarship Program, which provides full scholarship funding for Syrian students to study at
AUB and LAU. For info contact hkaadi@amideast.org

European Union’s Erasmus+ Programme offers exchange programmes and scholarships for Master’s degree. For more information, contact
neo@erasmusplus-lebanon.org or visit http://erasmusplus-lebanon.org/

JICA offers scholarships for masters and doctorate for universities in Japan. For more information, contact jpembassy.syria@gmail.com
Lebanese Association for Scientific Research (LASeR) provides scholarships to Syrians and Palestinians from Syria. For info contact info@laser-
Ib.org

SPARK has created an EU-funded scholarships programme in Lebanon ranging from certified degree to vocational courses. For info contact
Lebanon@spark-online.org

UNHCR provides DAFI scholarships to refugees registered under UNHCR willing to start or continue their university studies in Lebanon. For info
contact TDH at dafihopes@tdhitaly.org

HOPES project (Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians) funded by the European Union’s Regional Trust Fund
in Response to the Syrian Crisis, the Madad Fund and implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the British Council,
Campus France and Nuffic, offers scholarship opportunities for refugees from Syria in collaboration with DAFI-UNHCR scholarship program as
well as Higher Education English courses (HEEAP) and academic counselling. For more info, contact HOPES team at Lebanon@hopes-
madad.org or visit www.hopes-madad.org.

UNRWA provides scholarship for PRL and PRS. One scholarship per year allocated for students with specific needs. For info contact UNRWA at
009613937094 or m.salameh@unrwa.org

ULYP provides scholarships for Lebanese, Syrian, PRL, PRS. For more information contact Cynthia Abou Hassan at cynthia.ulyp@gmail.com

Q11: Do I have to pay some fees to apply for a scholarship in Lebanon?
No. Humanitarian agencies provide services FREE of charge.
Q12: Does the scholarship money have to be repaid like a loan or is it “free” money?

No. Scholarships are grants that do not need to be paid back. Some scholarship providers do however require volunteering work to be done as
a condition. Check with your scholarship provider for more information.

Q13: Can I apply to a scholarship again in case I was previously not selected?

Yes. You can re-apply to a scholarship every year or at every call for applications as the selection criteria might differ from a year to another,
or additional slots can be added.

Q14: Can I apply for more than one scholarship?

Yes. You can apply for different scholarships. However, applicants accepted in more than one scholarship will need to check the rules and
regulations of each scholarship provider as policies may vary. In some cases, applicants might need to withdraw from one of the scholarship
awards.

Q15: Can I receiving assistance from more than one scholarship?

Since the spaces for scholarships are limited, most scholarship providers do not allow recipients to receive assistance from more than one
source. However, it is best to check the rules and regulations of each scholarship provider as policies may vary.

Q16: Who selects the recipients of a scholarship?

The scholarship providers, usually through a panel or committee, in accordance with their own rules and regulations, select scholarship
recipients.

Q17: Where can I find information on available scholarships? Is there any website?
Many scholarships have their own outreach channels. Here are some of the websites that compile scholarships:

www.refugees-lebanon.org
www.spark-syria.eu
www.hopes-madad.org

Q18: What are the other education opportunities available if I cannot enroll or afford enrolling in universities in Lebanon?

You can access formal technical pathways at the Directorate General of Technical and Vocational Education, such as Superior technician (TS)
available in over 120 vocational public centers. The academic year at TS level cost around 310 USD.

Some humanitarian entities are supporting refugee enrolment in technical and vocational pathways. You can contact UNHCR partners (SCI,
CLMC, IRC, HOPES and TdH) or SPARK.

Erasmus+ provides also International Credit Mobility scholarships for students enrolled in Lebanese universities. To see which institutions have
such ICM projects, consult http://erasmusplus-lebanon.org/content/840. To find out about the scholarships available, the student should
consult the student services office or the international relations office in the respective institution. More than 1000 mobility scholarships were
available to Lebanese higher education institutions during the 2 rounds of selection 2016 and 2017.
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Conference on higher education and refugees in
the Mediterranean region, Beiroet

datum 26 september 2017 - 27 september 2017

plaats Beiroet, Libanon

organisatie | Europese Commissie (EC)!

What?

This event was co-organised by the European Commission and the HOPES project
(Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians) funded by
the European Union’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis and
implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service together with the British
Council, Campus France and Nuffic.

- Programme (English)
- Programme (francais)

Why?

The conflict in Syria is now is in its sixth year with no lasting solution in sight. One of the
spheres that is heavily affected and challenged is the education system. While a lot has
been done to secure primary and partly also secondary education, enrolment in higher
education is still insufficient. Only 1 to 5 per cent of the refugees from the relevant age
group have found a study place at a university or community college, the enrolment
figure stood at 26 per cent in Syria before the war. The reasons for this situation are
manifold: they include missing or invalid documentation, students lacking language and
other relevant skills, students not having the financial means to study and a lack of
capacity at the receiving institutions.

The international community in general and the European Union in particular have
provided material help and expert knowledge to incorporate Syrian youth and
vulnerable host communities into the higher educational institutions. In all countries of
the region enormous efforts, by governmental and non-governmental institutions, have
been made to allow for an opening of the higher education systems to refugees from
Syria. In addition, the wider region (southern Mediterranean and EU countries) have
signalled interest to learn from this example and see how higher education institutions
are addressing the higher educational need of migrants and refugees.




N
~
=}
~N
t )
o
a
o
L o
o
o

Goals

The overall objective of the event was to take stock, learn from each other and enhance
cooperation. Having the relevant actors together was a chance to study and improve
ongoing engagements with Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries.

The conference drew some conclusions, highlighted positive examples, and
investigated what has been done, what still needs to be done and how this can be

achieved.

The target groups are university representatives, national authorities,
professionals/experts, students and other relevant stakeholders from Lebanon, Jordan,
Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Libya, Palestine, Syria, Turkey and Iraq.

Posters and presentations

Posters on projects and initiatives

The response by the initernational commnity: How can Erasmus+ help?

- Claire Morel, DG Education, Youth, Sport and Culture

Break out 1: Easing access to higher education: scholarship schemes and beyond

Spark scholarship scheme: Yannick DU PONT, Spark Director American University of

Beirut

Rabih SHIBLI, Director of the Center for Civic Engagement and Community Service

- Welcome Students-refugees Programme: Mohammad SALMAN, Director of academic
programme, Brussels Free University

Break out 2: Building institutional capacities to welcome and integrate refugee students
and scholars

- RESCUE project: Marcello SCALISI, Director of the Mediterranean Universities Union
(Unimed)

- Capacity building strand of the HOPES project - David VAN KAMPEN, Nuffic, Project
Manager

- Turkish Council of Higher Education (YOK): Hasan MANDAL, Deputy President
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Break out 3: MOOCs and embedded learning to reach out to refugee students and staff
- Kiron Open Higher Education, Grace ATKINSON, Head of Jordan Operations

- Virtual University of Tunisia, Jilani LAMLOUMI, President

Feedback from the breakout sessions

- Session 1: Rosa DI STEFANO, Sapienza University, Italy

- Session 2: Yasser ELSHAYEB, Coordinator of the National Erasmus+ Office, Egypt

- Session 3: Bronwyn PARRY, PADILEIA partnership, Head of the School of Global
Affairs at King's College London, UK

Photo gallery

Inhoud

1. Europese Commissie (EC)
2. Meer over...

1. Europese Commissie (EC)

Deze instelling van de Europese Unie kan worden beschouwd als het 'dagelijks bestuur’

i

van de EU. De leden van de Europese Commissie worden 'eurocommissarissen
genoemd. Elke eurocommissaris is verantwoordelijk voor één of meerdere
beleidsgebieden. Momenteel zijn er 28 eurocommissarissen, voor elke lidstaat één.
Samen vormen zij het college van eurocommissarissen. De eurocommissarissen
moeten het belang van de Europese Unie als geheel behartigen, niet dat van hun eigen
land.

De Europese Commissie mag als enige EU-instelling wetsvoorstellen indienen; zij heeft
het zogenaamde recht van initatief. Daarnaast controleert de Commissie of de
Europese wetgeving juist wordt toegepast in de lidstaten, onderhandelt zij in
internationale organisaties als de Wereldhandelsorganisatie (WTO) ! over de handel
van de Unie met het 'buitenland' en is zij verantwoordelijk voor het beheer van de
Europese begroting van ongeveer 140 miljard euro per jaar.

> meer informatie
2. Meer over...

> Directoraat-generaal Onderwijs en cultuur (EAC)
> Europese Commissie (EC)
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21 September 2017

HOPES>

HIGHER AND FURTHER EDUCATION
OPPORTUNITIES & PERSPECTIVES
FOR SYRIANS

This project is funded by the European Union.
Bu proje Avrupa Birligi tarafindan finanse edilmektedir.

009,931 30381 8 o alygas &5 € 9 sizall 52

DO YOU NEED ENGLISH FOR YOUR STUDIES & EDUCATION?
ARE YOU A SYRIAN OR TURKISH STUDENT WHO
NEEDS EXTRA ENGLISH SUPPORT?

WOULD YOU LIKETO TAKE A FREE ENGLISH COURSE?
Then why not join the Higher Education English Access
Programme (HEAAP) - Absolutely free!

» What do you get on a HEEAP course? » How to Apply ?
> 100 hours of face-to-face English classes > Fill out the application form at:
> Small classes https:.//www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Hopes_Karabuk_2nd
> Online learning > Deadline to apply: 3 October 2017
> An APTIS test and certificate > You will have to attend an online English test
https://www.britishcouncil.org/exam/aptis/take so we know which level of English class is best
for you!
» Course Dates # An Information Session will take place
> October — December 2017 Thursday, 21 September 2017 > 15.00 p.m

Karabiik University, School of Foreign
Languages, Lecture Hall 7
Baliklar Kayasi Local, Demir-Celik Premises,

78050, Centre/Karabiik

For more information:
heeap@hopes-madad.org | www.hopes-madad.org

THIS PROJECT IS IMPLEMENTED BY
‘ )
DAAD $S8ERTSH sares %, NUFFic
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EU offers post-secondary scholarships to 59 Syrian,

JT jordantimes.com/news/local/eu-offers-post-secondary-scholarships-59-syrian-jordanian-students

November 7, 2017

By Camille Dupire - Nov 08,2017 - Last updated at Nov 08,2017

Hanan Alchahadat, the student representative of the Higher and Further Education
Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians project, speaks at the Petra University on
Monday (Photo courtesy of the Madad Fund)

AMMAN — “The HOPES project truly carries the meaning of hope itself for us. It gives
students a chance to seize the academic opportunities that they deserve,” said Hanan
Alchahadat, the student representative of the Higher and Further Education Opportunities
and Perspectives for Syrians (HOPES) project on Monday.

Alchahadat was one of the 59 students who were awarded EU-funded scholarships to
pursue higher education in Jordanian universities, at a ceremony held at the University of
Petra in Amman on Monday.

For the 44 Syrian master’s students provided with financial aid, these degrees represent an
indispensable preparation for their contribution to the future reconstruction of Syria, an EU
statement said.

A Syrian national herself, Alchahadat was forced to flee her country in 2012, without having
the chance to complete her administration and finance studies at Damascus University.
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Since she arrived in Jordan, she juggled three jobs working as a cashier, a dental assistant
and an accounting assistant just to financially sustain herself and her family. “I would
sometimes work over 11 hours per day,” she recalled.

After a year, Alchahadat found out about the HOPES project and enrolled in a two-year
bachelor programme, from which she graduated with a score of 91.9 per cent.

‘I am now finishing my master’s in marketing at Petra University, which | had access to
thanks to the HOPES scholarship,” the student representative said, noting that she is now
working on her thesis while continuing to help other students benefit from the opportunities
offered by HOPES.

Speaking at the event, Ibrahim Laafia, head of cooperation of the EU Delegation to Jordan,
said: “These scholarships represent the will and commitment not only of the EU but also of
the member states and funding members towards what we are convinced is one of the
most important investments: the future of young generations.”

“Education has been so far a priority for the EU in Jordan, and, since the start of the conflict
in Syria, education and higher education have remained a key sector of the EU assistance
in the country and in the region in particular,” he continued.

For his part, Mohammed Anani, Vice-President of the University of Petra, underlined the
importance of the close partnership between the EU and Jordanian uuniversities,
expressing his appreciation for the support extended to the students.

The ceremony was organised by the HOPES consortium composed of the German
Academic Exchange Service, the British Council, Campus France and Nuffic and the EU
Regional Trust Fund in Response to the Syrian Crisis, the “Madad Fund”.

The Madad Fund, which finances the HOPES project and the scholarships at a value of 12
million Euros for the region, has already allocated 1,000 scholarships for Jordanians and
Syrian refugees in the Kingdom, according to a EU statement.

The “Madad Fund” addresses socio-economic, educational, health and psycho-social
needs of Syrian refugees, host communities and their administrations as well as internally
displaced persons in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey, according to its website.
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HOPES: Neue Chancen fir geflichtete
Studierende

HOPES

Sich einmischen: Gefllichtete Studierende kamen in der Konferenz in Beirut zu Wort

Eine wegweisende Konferenz im Libanon hat sich mit der Frage beschéttigt,
wie das HOPES-Programm in einer méglichen zweiten Projektphase noch
besser auf die Bedlrfnisse von gefllchteten syrischen Studierenden in
Agypten, dem Irak, Jordanien, dem Libanon und der Tiirkei abgestimmt
werden kann. Im Interview spricht Stefanie Kottowski, Projektmanagerin fir
das HOPES-Programm im DAAD, Uber Herausforderungen und Chancen der
Arbeit in den Zufluchtslandern sowie bessere Perspektiven fiir Studierende
und Wissenschaftler. HOPES wird geférdert vom EU Regional Trust Fund in
Response to the Syrian Crisis (,Madad Fund”).

Frau Kottowski, das Programm HOPES (,,Higher and Further Education Opportunities
and Perspectives for Syrians”) unter Konsortialfiihrung des DAAD lauft im zweiten
Jahr. Wo stehen Sie inzwischen?

Stefanie Kottowski: Wir sind an einem spannenden Punkt angelangt: Wir schauen uns an,
was in eineinhalb Jahren HOPES gut funktioniert hat und was wir vielleicht noch anpassen
kénnten. Uns war wichtig, dazu auch die Perspektive der Studierenden einzuholen, daher
haben wir ihnen einen groBen Teil der Konferenz in Beirut gewidmet. Als wichtiges Thema
kristallisierten sich die Englischkenntnisse der Stipendiaten heraus: In vielen der
Projektlander, wie beispielsweise in Jordanien, sind die Masterstudiengange
englischsprachig. Wir als DAAD bieten hauptsachlich Masterstipendien an. Unser Angebot
ergénzt das DAFI-Programm fir Bachelorstipendien des UNHCR, mit dem wir eine
Kooperationsvereinbarung geschlossen haben. Wir hatten erwartet, dass unsere Stipendiaten
mit Auffrischungskursen in Englisch ausreichend fit fir ein Studium gemacht werden kénnen.
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Doch jetzt zeigt sich, dass wir Englischkurse vorschalten missen. Selbst wer sehr gut
Englisch spricht, verflgt selten tber ausreichend fachspezifisches Vokabular
beziehungsweise Englisch fiir den akademischen Gebrauch. In einer zweiten Projektphase
von HOPES wollen wir intensivere und langere Englischkurse anbieten und gegebenenfalls
auch Kurse zu Fachsprache.

HOPES

Im Zentrum der Konferenz stand die Frage, wie das HOPES-Programm noch besser auf die
Bedlirfnisse von gefliichteten syrischen Studierenden abgestimmt werden kann

Aktuell férdern wir knapp 420 Stipendiaten. In unserem Vertrag mit der EU sind 300
Stipendien vorgesehen — wir haben also unser Soll schon jetzt mehr als erfillt. Die Mittel sind
aber noch nicht vollstandig ausgeschépft, sodass wir noch weitere Stipendien vergeben
kénnen. Wir rechnen noch einmal mit etwa 100 Stipendien fiir Kurzprogramme in Agypten im
Jahr 2018. Eine kirzlich durchgefiihrte Umfrage hat gezeigt, dass das HOPES-Programm
sehr positiv wahrgenommen wird, vor allem im Hinblick auf die Betreuung der Stipendiaten.
Wir haben weniger Stipendien als andere Anbieter, daflr aber einen sehr engen Draht zu den
Studierenden. Wir bieten Beratungsstellen, priifen Studienleistungen und sind im stéandigen
persénlichen Austausch. Eine Erkenntnis aus der Konferenz war, dass der Bedarf an
Stipendien noch lange nicht gedeckt ist — das denken wir fir die kommende Phase an. Viele
Studierende haben auch Interesse an einem PhD-Stipendium, weil sie gerne ihre fachliche
Qualifikation ausbauen wirden und gleichzeitig Probleme haben, im regionalen Arbeitsmarkt
FuB zu fassen. Wir halten das fiir eine absolut geeignete Alternative.

Die schwierige Arbeitsmarktthematik betrifft aber nicht nur Hochschulabsolventen,
sondern auch gefliichtete Professoren und Research Assistants.

Ja, genau. Ihre Aussichten, an den Hochschulen in der Region angestellt zu werden, sind
eher duster. Die Hochschulen kAmpfen haufig schon jetzt mit finanziellen Engpassen. Wir
wirden gerne mittels Stipendien eine Art Gastdozentenprogramm in den Regionen etablieren.
Es ware eine Win-Win-Situation: Die Hochschulen wirden finanziell nicht belastet — und die
Gefllchteten bekdmen die Chance, in ihrem Fachbereich zu arbeiten.

Die Konferenz in Beirut unter dem Titel ,,Conference on higher education and refugees
in the Mediterranean Region*“ wurde sowohl von HOPES als auch von der
Européischen Kommission initiiert. Welchen Vorteil hatte die Kooperation?

Es war uns wichtig, einmal alle relevanten Akteure aus der Hochschul- und der
Flichtlingsarbeit der MENA-Region an einen Tisch zu bringen: neben uns als
Implementierungsagentur und unseren Partnern auch die internationalen Geldgeber von EU
und UNHCR, ebenso nationale Akteure wie Hochschul- und Bildungsministerien. Dazu kamen




Vertreter von Hochschulen aus der Region und Europa, Nichtregierungsorganisationen und
geflichtete syrische, irakische und jemenitische Studierende — insgesamt 120 Teilnehmer. Fir
die gesamte Laufzeit des HOPES-Projekts sind zwei groBe Konferenzen vorgesehen. Als die
EU eine groBe Konferenz zu ahnlichen Fragen rund ums Mittelmeer initiieren wollte,
beschlossen wir, uns zusammenzutun. Gemeinsam lasst sich eine gréBere Reichweite
erzielen.

privat

Was hat sie tiberrascht in Beirut?

Uberrascht hat mich der Wunsch der gefliichteten Studierenden nach digitalen
Lernangeboten — dieses Format ist eigentlich in der Region noch nicht so etabliert. Aber ich
glaube, dass sie alle Angebote gerne annehmen, die in irgendeiner Form mit
Wissenszuwachs zu tun haben. Und ich hatte das Gefiihl, dass es fiir sie sehr wichtig war,
einmal selbst dabei sein zu kénnen, in einem so offiziellen Kontext ihre Ansichten zu teilen
und den anwesenden EU-Vertretern direkt Fragen stellen zu kénnen.

Wie geht es jetzt weiter?

Wir haben wichtige Impulse bekommen und der EU bereits ein erstes Konzeptpapier fir eine
zweite HOPES-Phase vorgelegt. Wir arbeiten daran, unsere Férderungen méglichst
nachhaltig aufzubauen — also beispielsweise Studierenden, die nach Syrien zurlickkehren
wollen, auch dort ein Stipendium zu ermdéglichen, sollte die politische Lage es erlauben.
Denkbar ist auch, dass wir das Angebot der Projektférderung innerhalb von HOPES langfristig
auf Syrien ausweiten. Im Rahmen der sogenannten Projektférderung kénnen sich
Institutionen aus der Region auf Férderungen von bis zu 60.000 Euro bewerben — fir kleinere
Forschungsprojekte, Law Clinics, digitale Lernangebote oder Projekte zur Anerkennung
bisheriger Studienleistungen, um nur einige Beispiele zu nennen. Das Angebot wird
ausgesprochen gut angenommen. Seit November 2017 haben wir 20 Projekte in der
Foérderung. Wir schatzen, dass in einer zweiten Ausschreibung, die noch in diesem Jahr
verdffentlicht werden soll, etwa 20 weitere hinzukommen werden. Bei einer Fortsetzung von
HOPES kénnten wir fiir die Projektférderung Uberlegen, eher thematische Aufrufe zu starten.
Im Arbeitsmarkt FuB zu fassen ist ja ein groBes Thema — eine Idee ware, Projekte zu férdern,
die sich mit der Integration in den Arbeitsmarkt oder dem Erwerb von Soft Skills beschaftigen:
Social Entrepreneurship, Trainings, Workshops und weitere Angebote. Das ware ein groBer
Mehrwert.
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Interview: Sarah Kanning (22. November 2017)
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PRESS RELEASES

EU-funded "HOPES" Project Awards 144
Lebanese and Syrian Students with BA
and Master Scholarships

The EU-funded HOPES project awards 144 Syrian and Lebanese students with a
scholarship for Bachelor and Master studies for the academic years 2017-2018 in
collaboration with the Lebanese University.

The EU-funded HOPES project awarded today 144 Syrian and Lebanese students with a
scholarship for Bachelor and Master studies for the academic years 2017-2018 in
collaboration with the Lebanese University. The award ceremony, which was organised
in collaboration with the Lebanese University, was attended by EU Ambassador Christina
Lassen, the President of the Lebanese University, Professor Fouad Ayoub, and HOPES
Project Director, Dr Carsten Walbiner.

HOPES is a €12 million project funded by the European Union’s Regional Trust Fund in
response to the Syrian Crisis, ‘the Madad Fund’ and implemented by the German
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) together with the British Council, Campus France
and Nuffic. It provides access to higher education opportunities for refugees from Syria
as well as young people in the host communities in Eqypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and
Turkey. HOPES activities include full academic scholarships at Bachelor and Master
level, English courses, academic counselling and support funding for innovative short-
term education projects.

In his welcome speech, Professor Ayoub said: “The provision of Education is no less
important than the provision of decent living necessities; education strengthens humans
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and protects them from need and demand. Providing educational assistance is the most
important priority and investment, because it is linked to the future.” He added: “Since
the mission of the Lebanese University is to spread knowledge and education and
provide as many students as possible with knowledge in all disciplines, it was necessary
to cooperate with supporting institutions in particular the HOPES project”.

Ambassador Lassen said: "Today is a day of special celebration. We are here to
celebrate commitment and achievement: 144 Bachelor and Master students - Syrians
and Lebanese - enrolled at the Lebanese University, will be awarded a scholarship for
the academic year 2017-2018 through the EU-funded HOPES project.”

Dr. Carsten Walbiner stated: “What we are going to do today fills us with enormous joy
and pride. 144 young men and women, Syrian and Lebanese, will receive their
scholarship certificates. This deserves greatest respect and admiration, especially as
our scholarship holders are unfortunately all living momentarily in difficult
circumstances, being either refugees from Syria or coming from Lebanese families in
difficult material conditions."

“The Scholarships provided by the HOPES project is of great importance to the youth of
Syria. We wouldn’t have been able to pursue our studies without these grants and our
future would have been different if they didn’t believe in our capacities”, said
Mohammad Jommaa, one of the HOPES student representatives who was granted a
HOPES scholarship. Lebanese student Silva Silva, who was awarded the HOPES
scholarship for 2017-2018, also said: "In light of the difficult situation in Lebanon, | have
encountered problems and great fear that | will not be able to complete my studies, but
thanks to HOPES, you have given me hope again."

The European Union's ‘Madad Fund’ addresses socio-economic, educational, health,
sanitary and psycho-social needs of Syrian refugees, host communities and their
administrations, and internally displaced persons in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.
To date, the EU ‘Madad Fund’ has committed some 290 million euros for assistance to
Lebanon.

Find out more:
For more information, please contact

communication@hopes-madad.org

Website:

www.hopes-madad.org

WWWw.eeas.europa.eu
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DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON
21/11/2017 | Press release | Distributed by Public on 23/11/2017 09:41

EU-funded "HOPES" Project Awards 144 Lebanese and Syrian Students with BA
and Master Scholarships

The EU-funded HOPES project awarded today 144 Syrian and Lebanese students with a scholarship for Bachelor and Master studies for the
academic years 2017-2018 in collaboration with the Lebanese University. The award ceremony, which was organised in collaboration with the
Lebanese University, was attended by EU Ambassador Christina Lassen, the President of the Lebanese University, Professor Fouad Ayoub, and
HOPES Project Director, Dr Carsten Walbiner.

HOPES is a €12 million project funded by the European Union's Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis, 'the Madad Fund' and
implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) together with the British Council, Campus France and Nuffic. It provides access
to higher education opportunities for refugees from Syria as well as young people in the host communities in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and
Turkey. HOPES activities include full academic scholarships at Bachelor and Master level, English courses, academic counselling and support
funding for innovative short-term education projects.

In his welcome speech, Professor Ayoub said: 'The provision of Education is no less important than the provision of decent living necessities;
education strengthens humans and protects them from need and demand. Providing educational assistance is the most important priority and
investment, because it is linked to the future. He added: 'Since the mission of the Lebanese University is to spread knowledge and education and
provide as many students as possible with knowledge in all disciplines, it was necessary to cooperate with supporting institutions in particular the
HOPES project'

Ambassador Lassen said: 'Today is a day of special celebration. We are here to celebrate commitment and achievement: 144 Bachelor and Master
students - Syrians and Lebanese - enrolled at the Lebanese University, will be awarded a scholarship for the academic year 2017-2018 through
the EU-funded HOPES project.

Dr. Carsten Walbiner stated: 'What we are going to do today fills us with enormous joy and pride. 144 young men and women, Syrian and
Lebanese, will receive their scholarship certificates. This deserves greatest respect and admiration, especially as our scholarship holders are
unfortunately all living momentarily in difficult circumstances, being either refugees from Syria or coming from Lebanese families in difficult
material conditions.’

'The Scholarships provided by the HOPES project is of great importance to the youth of Syria. We wouldn't have been able to pursue our studies
without these grants and our future would have been different if they didn't believe in our capacities', said Mohammad Jommaa, one of the
HOPES student representatives who was granted a HOPES scholarship. Lebanese student Silva Silva, who was awarded the HOPES scholarship
for 2017-2018, also said: 'In light of the difficult situation in Lebanon, | have encountered problems and great fear that | will not be able to
complete my studies, but thanks to HOPES, you have given me hope again.'

The European Union's 'Madad Fund' addresses socio-economic, educational, health, sanitary and psycho-social needs of Syrian refugees, host
communities and their administrations, and internally displaced persons in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey. To date, the EU 'Madad Fund' has
committed some 290 million euros for assistance to Lebanon.

Find out more: https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/neighbourhood/countries/syria/madad_en

For more information, please contact
communication@hopes-madad.org
Website:

www.hopes-madad.org
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LIBAN

Hopes permet a 144 étudiants syriens et libanais de poursuivre leurs études a
I’UL

EDUCATION
Le projet permet a des jeunes en difficulté d'accéder a I'enseignement supérieur.

Emma BLANCHARD | OLJ

C'est dans une salle comble de I'Université libanaise que des bourses d'études supérieures ont été remises a 144 étudiants libanais et
syriens dans le cadre du projet Hopes (Higher and Further Education Opportunities & Perspectives for Syrians - Opportunités et perspectives
d'éducation supérieures pour les Syriens). Une cérémonie officielle a été organisée pour |'occasion, en présence notamment de
I'ambassadrice de I'Union européenne, Christina Lassen, du directeur du projet Hopes, Carsten Walbiner, du recteur de I'UL, Fouad Ayoub, et
des familles des étudiants, ravies d'assister a la remise en main propre des certificats attestant d'une bourse d'études compléte, aux niveaux
bachelor et master, dans différentes matiéres a I'Université libanaise.

Le projet Hopes est une initiative financée a hauteur de 12 millions d'euros par le fonds Madad, fonds fiduciaire régional de I'Union
européenne en réponse a la crise syrienne, et coordonnée par I'Office allemand d'échanges universitaires (DAAD), le British Council, Campus
France et I'organisation néerlandaise pour l'internationalisation de I'éducation (Nuffic). Le projet vise a faciliter I'accés a I'éducation en
licence et en master aux jeunes réfugiés syriens forcés d'interrompre leurs études en Syrie a cause de la guerre, et aux jeunes étudiants des
pays d'accueil migratoire, de Turquie, d'lrak, de Jordanie et du Liban en situation de vulnérabilité, pour leur permettre de continuer leurs
études supérieures au sein de ces mémes pays hotes.

Le projet a été officiellement lancé en janvier 2017 et a déja distribué plus de 201 bourses d'études dans la région car en dépit d'une
certaine difficulté pour la mise en place de projets éducatifs a long terme, soutenir les jeunes réfugiés dans la continuation de leurs études
est nécessaire, selon les parrains du projet. L'aide apportée aux étudiants par Hopes ne se limite pas aux bourses d'études, mais inclut aussi
des formations linguistiques, des structures pour créer des outils de communication et I'organisation d'événements de dialogue politique
dans la région. Cette aide multiforme a pour but de permettre aux étudiants déplacés et a ceux en difficulté dans les pays hotes de s'armer
de la meilleure facon pour construire leur avenir.

Source d'espoir

Hopes représente ainsi une source d'espoir pour beaucoup d'étudiants libanais. Zeina, en troisiéme année a la faculté de géologie de I'UL,
s'est félicitée dans un entretien avec L'Orient-Le Jour de l'aide apportée a la communauté héte « directement ou indirectement ».

« Personnellement, je trouve énorme qu'une organisation récompense les efforts des éléves qui font du mieux qu'ils peuvent dans leurs
études », confie-t-elle.

Des propos qui font écho a ceux que Mme Lassen a tenus dans son discours, lorsqu'elle a encouragé les éléves « a continuer sur la voie de
I'excellence, a toujours travailler plus dur car ce seront eux qui assureront le futur et la reconstruction de leurs pays respectifs ». Pour
Carsten Walbiner, les bénéficiaires du programme de bourses d'études « méritent notre plus grand respect et soutien » parce qu'ils ont su se
distinguer « en dépit des conditions de vie difficiles dans lesquelles ils vivent, soit en tant que réfugiés syriens, soit en tant que membres de
familles libanaises en difficulté matérielle ».

De son c6té, Fouad Ayoub a rappelé I'importance de pourvoir une éducation supérieure « a un maximum d'étudiants » car celle-ci « renforce
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I'8tre humain et lui garantit un futur a I'abri du besoin ».

Au-dela cependant du probléme financier que posent les études supérieures, les étudiants syriens déplacés au Liban doivent aussi se
réadapter a un nouveau systéme éducatif, avec des classes dispensées le plus souvent dans une langue étrangére. Ainsi, pour Nibal,
étudiante syrienne en master de littérature anglaise et linguistique a I'Université libanaise, la reprise des études « n'a pas été de tout repos ».
«Je suis arrivée au Liban, il y a cinq ans, aprés avoir obtenu une licence en finances a Damas, mais je n'ai pas pu accéder au niveau master
dans cette discipline car les cours étaient enseignés en anglais », raconte-t-elle. Mais cela ne I'avait pas arrétée. Elle s'est inscrite a la faculté
de lettres pour obtenir une licence en littérature et avec I'aide de Hopes, elle accéde cette année au master. Elle confie a L'Orient-Le Jour que
Hopes lui a « permis de retrouver un certain espoir quant a l'avenir ». « Je peux a présent me concentrer sur mon but. Je veux pouvoir,
quand le temps sera venu, rentrer en Syrie et participer a la reconstruction de mon pays a travers des projets éducatifs », affirme-t-elle.
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@A Home / ML-UnimedNews-ing / UNIMED, DAAD, British Council, Campus France and NUFFIC: together
for a concrete and coordinated response to the refugee crisis

UNIMED, DAAD, British Gouncil, Campus France and NUFFIC:
together for a concrete and coordinated response to the
refugee crisis

More coordination among actors involved in responding to the refugee crisis in the Middle East
is needed, and not only in theory. During our General Assembly we called for a stronger coordination
among donors, stakeholders, private sector in order to provide a sustainable a concrete answer to the
refugees’ crisis. A few days later we put in practice these purposes in a very concrete way: a meeting was
held in Rome, together with DAAD and British Council in order to define a new proposal for the MADAD
Fund: HOPES 2.

The HOPES project has already shown to be a success story, thanks to its enormous efforts
towards Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq (KRG) and Egypt: scholarships for
students, facilitated access to Higher Education Institutions, promotion of the education
values among local communities and dealing, on a daily-basis, with the Syrian crisis on the
ground in an effective manner.

The first results of HOPES prepared the ground for new actions and also showed the absolute necessity to
promote new efforts in the region with respect to this enormous crisis. A crisis that, according to the
experts, will last at least for the next 15 years.

In these years ahead of all of us, UNIMED will certainly provide its maximum effort towards this crisis in
collaboration with DAAD, British Council, Campus France and NUFFIC. Cooperating on this matter is the
only solution for having an impact in the Mediterranean region: there is no need for more fragmented
action but instead we are in need of coordinated efforts in order to upgrade and upscale existing initiatives
according to our results and findings. The cooperation with DAAD, British Council, Campus France
and NUFFIC goes in this direction, and a HOPES 2 proposal will be submitted under the same
light. More specifically, UNIMED will contribute in the framework of HOPES 2 by developing
sound, solid and durable agreements with local Universities in the MENA region thanks to its
wide network (103 members from 23 countries) and historical relationships plus targeting
Syrian Academics in the MENA Region in order to reintegrate them in the Academic
environment. In our vision these relationships will facilitate the access of Syrian refugees to local Higher
Education Systems improving the number of beneficiaries and determining a strong impact on the crisis
providing skills for the day after the crisis in Syria.

UNIMED strongly believe in coordination as a fundamental tool in answering the refugee crisis
and will work in the forthcoming months in this direction cooperating with these new partners
in order to enhance the local impact and sustainability of ongoing and future actions.
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PROJET HOPES POUR LES ETUDIANTS
REFUGIES SYRIENS

INSTITUTIONNEL PAYS CONCERNE(S) : SYRIE

#Appels a candidature

Le projet HOPES (Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for
Syrians) vient de lancer le deuxiéme appel a propositions afin de soutenir des
initiatives éducatives innovantes et des projets de courte durée mis en ceuvre par des
organisations et des établissements d’enseignement supérieur locaux et ciblant des
réfugiés de la Syrie ainsi que des jeunes en situation de vulnérabilité a travers
I'Egypte, I'lrak, la Jordanie, le Liban et la Turquie. L'appel vise & leur offrir de meilleures

conditions d'acces a I'enseignement supérieur, des cours de langue ou encore un
acces facilité aux ressources pédagogiques en ligne et aux supports éducatifs
interactifs.

Cet appel a propositions permettra de financer un total de 14 initiatives éducatives
dans les pays cibles, ainsi qu’en Syrie. Les établissements et les institutions locales
intéressés peuvent se porter candidats des a présent. Les établissements européens
pourront également étre associés aux projets présentés en tant que partenaires. Le
projet HOPES prévoit d'apporter une contribution financiére directe de 6 000 euros a
60 000 euros pour des projets d'une durée maximale de 12 mois.

La date limite de candidature est le 20 février 2018.

Plus d'informations : http://www.hopes-madad.org/call-for-proposal/
<http://www.hopes-madad.org/call-for-proposal/>
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HOPES Proje Teklif Cagrilari Bagladi

Gincelleme Tarihi 21.12.2017

HOPES Projesi (Suriyeliler igin Yiiksek ve ileri Ogrenim imkanlari ve Perspektifleri), Misir,
Kuzey lIrak, Urdin, Libnan ve Tarkiye’'de, Suriye’den gelen siginmacilari ve durumdan
etkilenen yerel halklari desteklemek amaciyla yerel ve bdlgesel egitim kurumlari tarafindan
yuratulen yenilikgi, kisa slreli egitim projelerine fon saglamaktadir. Proje Teklif Cagrilari
acilmistir.

HOPES HAKKINDA

HOPES, Avrupa Birligi'nin Suriye Krizi'ne yénelik
bdlgesel yardim fonu tarafindan finanse edilen ve
Alman Akademik Degisim Servisi (DAAD), British
Council, Campus France ve Nuffic tarafindan yuruttlen
12 milyon euroluk bir projedir.

Projeninin amaci, orta 6grenim sonrasi yaslarda olan
ve Suriye’den gelen miulteciler ile yliksek sayidaki multeci akinindan etkilenen ev sahibi
Ulkelerin genglerinin kaliteli ylksek ve ileri egitime erisimini kolaylastirmaktir.

Daha Fazla Bilgi i¢gin: www.hopes-madad.org

PROJE TEKLIF CGAGRILARI HAKKINDA

e Proje Teklif Cagrilarinin Spesifik Amaglari, Yiiksek ve ileri Ogrenim goren ya da dil
kurslari alan hedef gruplarin, 18-32 (ortadgrenim sonrasi) yas araligindaki hem Suriyeli
hem de Turk genclerin sayisini arttirmak,

e EQitim kurumlarinin maltecilerin egitimi konusundaki kapasite arttirrmini saglayarak
hem Suriyeli hem de Turk genglerin ylksek ve ileri egitime erisim olanaklarinin
arttirlmasi,

e Ayrica multecilerin egitiminin online kaynaklar, yenilikgi derslere daha iyi erigsim ve
egitim destegi ile guclendiriimesidir.

e HOPES Projesi Suriyeli Milteciler ile yerel halk arasindaki sosyal uyum ve diyalogun
gelistirimesine katkida bulunan projeleri desteklemektedir.

KIMLER BASVURABILIR ?

Teklif gagrilari ile Misir, Kuzey Irak, Urdiin, Libnan, Turkiye ve/veya Suriye’de toplam 14
projeye hibe saglanacaktir.

Yerel kurumlar, faaliyetleri gcergevesinde, maksimum 12 aylik bir stre igin €6.000’dan
€60.000’ya kadar fon talep edebilirler.

NASIL BASVURU YAPILIR?

ikinci tur Proje Teklif Cagrilari 20 Subat 2018 tarihine kadar agiktir. iiginen adaylar basvurlar ile
ilgili daha detayl bilgiye, bagvuru kilavuzu ve formlara www.hopes-madad.org/call-for-proposal/
websitesinden ulasabilirler.

BIiLGILENDIRME TOPLANTILARI
Basvuru slresince Misir, Kuzey Irak, Urdiin, Libnan ve Turkiye’de bagvurular ile ilgili bilgi
verilmek Uzere toplantilar diizenlenecektir.

Son Basvuru Tarihi: 20 Subat 2018
Daha fazla bilgi igin:
cfp@hopes-madad.org
www.hopes-madad.org

.
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Wissenschaftspolitik
Kooperationen

Statement der Prasidentin des DAAD

Anlasslich ihrer Teilnahme an der Delegationsreise mit Bundesprasident Frank-Walter
Steinmeier nach Jordanien und in den Libanon vom 27. bis zum 31.Januar 2018 sagte DAAD-
Prasidentin Prof. Margret Wintermantel heute:

,Der Krieg in Syrien nimmt den Menschen ihre Zukunftsperspektiven: Fur junge Fluchtlinge
ist es fast unmoglich, ein Hochschulstudium aufzunehmen oder abzuschlieffen. Im Libanon,
in Jordanien und auch in anderen Landern der Region ermdglicht ihnen der Deutsche
Akademische Austauschdienst Uber das EU-geférderte Projekt HOPES ein Studium vor Ort.
Damit gibt er ihnen und benachteiligten jungen Menschen aus den Gastgesellschaften die
Chance auf Hochschulbildung und damit die Aussicht auf ein besseres Leben

HOPES - Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians

HOPES bietet Fliichtlingen aus Syrien und jungen, benachteiligten Menschen aus den
Aufnahmelandern Libanon,Jordanien,Agypten, Irak und der Turkei die Mdglichkeit, ein
Hochschulstudium zu beginnen oder wieder aufzunehmen.

Das Projekt wird vom ,Madad Fund® der Europdischen Union geférdert, der ins Leben
gerufen wurde, um die Folgen der anhaltenden Krise in Syrien zu mildern und einen
spateren Wiederaufbau zu unterstiitzen.

HOPES - das erste vom Madad Fund im Bereich der héheren Bildung geférderte Vorhaben -
hat im April 2016 seine Arbeit aufgenommen und wird neben dem DAAD als
Konsortialfihrer von drei weiteren europdischen Institutionen getragen: dem British
Council, Campus France und EP-NUFFIC (Niederlande).

Der DAAD

Der Deutsche Akademische Austauschdienst (DAAD) ist die Organisation der deutschen
Hochschulen und ihrer Studierenden zur Internationalisierung des Wissenschaftssystems. Er
schafft Zugange zu den besten Studien- und Forschungsmadglichkeiten fur Studierende,
Forschende und Lehrende durch die Vergabe von Stipendien.

Der DAAD fordert transnationale Kooperationen und Partnerschaften zwischen Hochschulen
und ist die Nationale Agentur fiir die europdische Hochschulzusammenarbeit. Der DAAD
unterhalt daflr ein Netzwerk mit 71 Aufdenstellen und Informationszentren und rund 500
Lektorate weltweit sowie die internationale DAAD-Akademie (iDA).




2016 hat der DAAD uber 130.000 Deutsche und Auslander rund um den Globus gefordert.
Der DAAD wird lberwiegend aus Mitteln des Auswartigen Amts, des Bundesministeriums fur
Bildung und Forschung, des Bundesministeriums fur wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und
Entwicklung und der Europaischen Union finanziert.

Kontakt

Bjoern Wilck

Leiter Pressestelle

DAAD - Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
+49 228 882-644

presse@daad.de

Sie kdnnen sich jederzeit aus unserem Presseverteiler austragen lassen. Bitte senden Sie
uns zu diesem Zweck eine entsprechende Mitteilung per E-Mail an presse@daad.de oder via
Fax an 0228 / 882-9308.
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Bonn, 31st January 2018

Please direct any questions to:

Educational opportunities for refugees from el Pracs Relations
Syria and young people from the host g 10
countries ips:hwrmdoaddelen

Kennedyallee 50, D - 53175 Bonn

« Back to overview [/presse/pressemitteilungen/?
Statement by the President of the DAAD

On the occasion of her participation in the delegation visit to Jordan and Lebanon with
Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier from 27th to 31st January 2018, DAAD President
Prof. Dr. Margret Wintermantel said today:

"The war in Syria is taking away people's prospects for the future: It is almost impossible for
young refugees to take up or complete university studies. In Lebanon, Jordan and other
countries in the region, the German Academic Exchange Service enables them to study in
Lebanon through the EU-funded HOPES project. In doing so, the DAAD gives them and
disadvantaged young people from the host societies the chance of higher education and thus
the prospect of a better life."

HOPES - Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians

HOPES offers refugees from Syria and young, disadvantaged people from the host countries
Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Irag, and Turkey the opportunity to take up or complete their
university studies.
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The project is supported by the European Union's "Madad Fund" which was created to
alleviate the consequences of the ongoing crisis in Syria and to support its reconstruction.

HOPES - the first project funded by the Madad Fund in the field of higher education —
started its work in April 2016 and, alongside the DAAD, is led by three other European
institutions: the British Council, Campus France and NUFFIC (Netherlands).
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Educational opportunities for refugees
from Syria and young people from the
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Bjoern Wilck Pressestelle
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e.V.

Statement by the President of the DAAD

On the occasion of her participation in the delegation visit to Jordan
and Lebanon with Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier from 27 to
31 January 2018, DAAD President Prof. Margret Wintermantel said
today:

"The war in Syria is taking away people's prospects for the future: It is
almost impossible for young refugees to take up or complete university
studies. In Lebanon, Jordan and other countries in the region, the
German Academic Exchange Service enables them to study in Lebanon
through the EU-funded HOPES project. In doing so, the DAAD gives
them and disadvantaged young people from the host societies the
chance of higher education and thus the prospect of a better life ".

HOPES —Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives
for Syrians
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HOPES offers refugees from Syria and young, disadvantaged people
from the host countries Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, and Turkey the
opportunity to take up or complete their university studies.

The project is supported by the European Union's "Madad Fund" which
was created to alleviate the consequences of the ongoing crisis in Syria
and to support its reconstruction.




0
[
(=3
N
>
o
1]
=
c
(1]
-
0
N

HOPES —the first project funded by the Madad Fund in the field of
higher education—started its work in April 2016 and, alongside the
DAAD, is led by three other European institutions: the British Council,
Campus France and EP-NUFFIC (Netherlands).

The DAAD

The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) is the organisation of
the German higher education institutions and their students devoted to
internationalising the academic and scientific research system. Through
its scholarship programme, the DAAD enables students, researchers
and instructors to take advantage of the best study and research
opportunities available.

The DAAD promotes transnational cooperation and partnerships
between higher education institutions and is the German National
Agency for European higher education cooperation. The DAAD
maintains a network of 71 regional offices and information centres and
around 500 lectureships around the world as well as the international
DAAD Academy (iDA).

In 2016 the DAAD supported more than 130,000 Germans and
foreigners all round the world. The DAAD is principally funded by the
Federal Foreign Office, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research
(BMBF), the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ) and the European Union.

Contact

Bjoern Wilck

Head of Press Relations

DAAD - Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst
German Academic Exchange Service

+49 228 882-644

presse@daad.de

You can unsubscribe from our press mailing list at any time. Please
send us an email to presse@daad.de or a telefax to +49 228 882-9308.
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Language for Resilience
An exhibition: 12 February — 22 June 2018

Across the world millions of people have been displaced from their homes
by conflict and civil unrest. Many of those displaced find themselves far from
home, separated from family members and social support without the
language skills they need for even basic communication and access to
essential services. Education and career opportunities for both children and
adults have been severely disrupted, or halted.

Language learning is absolutely essential. It helps refugees and their host
communities to withstand challenges, to recover from crisis, to overcome
barriers —to build resilience.
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How language builds resilience

‘Language is an equalizer. When a child can speak and write in the host
country language they develop the confidence and self-assurance to
communicate with their peers, building a solid educational foundation that
serves them for the rest of their lives.'

Amin Awad, UNHCR Middle East and North Africa Bureau, Regional
Refugee Co-ordinator for the Syria and Iraq Situations

Based on our work in partnership with international institutions, individuals
and communities across the Middle East, Africa, the European Union and the
Americas, the Language for Resilience research
(https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/schools/support-for-
languages/thought-leadership/research-report/language-resilience)
identifies five ways language builds resilience, whether that’s giving a voice

to young people and adults, building social cohesion in host communities or
providing individuals with the skills they need to access work, services,

education and information.

Language and identity

Home languages provide the language skills and literacy which are the basis for
learning new languages and learning in general. By protecting the use of
refugees’ home languages, supporting their use in the home, throughout
communities and through multilingual education, we can help break down the
barriers to schooling and further education.
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Communities brought together

'‘My friends had told me the
Syrian pupils were different
from us but they are not so
different. They are children
and | love them! - Yara Abo
Shousha, Lebanese
student

Language learning promotes inclusion and non-
discrimination. It allows refugee communities to
come together with their host communities,
strengthening the society of which they are all
part. A shared language increases refugee
integration and helps refugees to become self-
sufficient and make valuable contributions to their
local community.

Reducing isolation

The Accessing_Education project in Lebanon

(https://www.britishcouncil.org/partner/internatio

nal-development/news-and-events/access-

education-refugee-children) used innovative

psychosocial approaches and language support. It
was co-funded by the EU and delivered in
partnership with Institut Francais du Liban.

|he Retention and Support programme

(https://www.britishcouncil.org/partner/international-development/news-and-

events/june-2017//better-chance-at-education-for-vulnerable-Lebanese-and-

Syrian-children) helps NGOs and teachers to deliver support to improve

enrolment and language learning for children to access education and is
delivered in partnership with UNICEF Lebanon.
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A better future

Only 1 to 5 per cent of young refugees of post-secondary age are currently
enrolled in a university programme in host countries. Language skills are vital to

access information about education and training courses and to continue

studies at school or at university.

‘It's not easy to lose your
home, your job and all your
plans. | heard about the
HOPES scholarship for Syrian
refugees to complete their
Master programmes. As the
programme’s name describes,
it has given me a lot of hope! -
Louay, HOPES programme
beneficiary

Opportunities for education and training can help
refugees build resilience so they are able to start
rebuilding their lives and planning for the future.

Opening the door to education

The EU Madad Fund HOPES (http://www.hopes-
madad.org/) (Higher and Further Education
Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians) and
the EU-funded project LASER
(https://syria.britishcouncil.org/en/laser/about-
programme) (Language and Academic Skills and
E-learning Resources) provide the academic

counselling, scholarships and language training
for Syrians and disadvantaged young people from
host communities to access higher education
opportunities.
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Strengthening education systems

‘| attended a conference at
Zaatari Camp, where | work
as ateacher. It was the first of
its kind and aimed to develop
the skills of teachers living or
working in the camp. Most
importantly, teachers in
Zaatari gave workshops, even
me and my colleagues. -
Eman, Assistant Principal,
Um Khalthoom School,
Zaatari Camp, Jordan

As some host countries have seen their
populations’ double, challenges such as
overcrowded classrooms, children not in
education, lack of teacher training, gender
inequality and poor teaching materials create
demands on education systems.

Innovative teacher training and development,
curriculum development, quality teaching
resources and creative approaches through
language education help to build the resilience of
host countries.

‘Education has a critical role to play in giving
social and economic opportunities, building
resilience to extremism, and reducing drivers of
further onward migration. However, only a small
proportion of the money directed towards
alleviating the crisis is currently being spent on
education.’

Joel Bubbers, British Council Director Jordan

Get involved




Find out more

Can language learning_help refugees cope?

(https://www.britishcouncil.org/voices-magazine/can-learning-languages-

help-refugees-cope)

Download the Language for Resilience report

(https://www.britishcouncil.org/education/schools/support-for-

languages/thought-leadership/research-report/language-resilience)

View artwork featured in the exhibition by the children at Reay Primary
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School, London
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/25383706@N00/sets/72157669290713909)

Beyond aid: educating Syria's refugees

(https://www.britishcouncil.org/organisation/policy-insight-

research/insight/beyond-aid-educating-Syrias-refugees)

British Council Worldwide <+
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Second Round of HOPES Call for Proposal

Training from European Union
—Ongoing course— More Information

The project HOPES (Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for Syrians) is launching its
second round of Call for Proposals (CfP) to support innovative education initiatives and short-term projects targeting
refugees from Syria and vulnerable host communities across Egypt, Northern Irag (KRI), Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and
Syria and implemented by local institutions.

ABOUT HOPES

HOPES is a 12€ million project funded by the European Union’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis,
the ‘Madad Fund’, and implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), British Council, Campus
France, and Nuiffc.

It aims at signicantly improving the situation of refugees of post-secondary age from Syria and young people in host
communities aected by the high inux of refugees, by directly addressing their education needs.

For more information about the project, please visit our website : www.hopes-madad.org

ABOUT THE CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The objective of the CfP is to increase the number of refugees of post-secondary age (between 18 and 32 years) from
Syria as well as young people in host communities, that are enrolled and trained in higher education programmes and
training courses including innovative further education options and language courses.

It also seeks to enhance the education and training institutions’ capacity to deal with the specific situation of refugees
and provide Syrian and vulnerable youth from the host communities, with opportunities to access further and higher
education.

Furthermore, it aims to promote refugee education through better access to online resources, innovative courses and
educational support.

The CfP encourages projects that contribute to enhancing the social cohesion between refugees from Syria and the host
communities.

For more information:

cfp@hopes-madad.org | www.hopes-madad.org

How to register:

WHO CAN APPLY?

Through this Call for Proposals, a maximum of 14 projects will be funded in Egypt, Northern Iraq (KRI), Jordan, Lebanon,
and Turkey, and/or Syria.

Local institutions can request funds for their actions ranging from 6,000€ to 60,000€ for a maximum duration of 12
months.

HOW TO APPLY?

The second round of the Call is now open until the 20th of February 2018. Interested applicants can nd more
information, guidelines and the necessary application forms on our website: www.hopes-madad.org/call-for-
proposal/

INFORMATION SESSIONS

During the application period, one information session will be organised in all eligible countries: Egypt, Northern Iraq
(KRI), Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey to provide relevant information about the call.

The second round of the Call is now open until the 20th of February 2018.

Interested applicants can nd more information, guidelines and the necessary application forms on our

website: www.hopes-madad.org/call-for-proposal/
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HOPES-Programm: Syriens Zukunft im Blick

privat

Stipendiat Ahmad Shaklab: "Es gibt ein kulturelles Erbe, auf das man aufbauen kann"

Ahmad Shaklab musste Syrien wegen des Blrgerkriegs verlassen — und
absolviert jetzt mit Hilfe des HOPES-Programms in Kairo einen Master in
Architektur und Stadtplanung. Er traumt davon, eines Tages den
Wiederaufbau seiner Heimat mitzugestalten.

Als Ahmad Shaklab noch ein Jugendlicher war, besuchte er regelmafig seine GroRmutter im
alten Teil von Homs, der drittgréf3ten Stadt in Syrien. Sein Weg dorthin fiihrte durch enge
Gasschen, in denen sich ein kleiner Laden an den nachsten reihte. Uber die zahlreichen
Markte hallten die Rufe der Handler und Kaufer. Historische Gebaude wechselten sich mit
Neubauten ab. Dann kam der Krieg und zerstdrte den alten Teil der Stadt.

Ahmad Shaklab musste — wie so viele — die Stadt verlassen. Zusammen mit seiner Familie
zog er nach Kairo in Agypten. Eines Tages jedoch will er zuriickkommen. ,Wenn der Krieg
vorbei ist, will ich beim Wiederaufbau von Homs helfen®, sagt der 28-Jahrige. Und er hat nicht
nur den festen Willen dazu, sondern in den vergangenen Jahren auch ganz konkrete ldeen
entwickelt, wie man den Wiederaufbau gestalten kdnnte. Denn zu diesem Thema hat er an
der Ain-Schams-Universitat in Kairo seine Masterarbeit verfasst.
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Zugang zur Hochschulbildung

Seinen Bachelorabschluss in Architektur hat Shaklab in Syrien gemacht. Auf dem Weg zu
seinem Master half ihm das Programm HOPES (siehe Infobox unten). Das vom Madad Fund
der Europaischen Union geférderte Projekt, bei dem der DAAD Konsortialfihrer ist,
unterstutzt unter anderem syrische Flichtlinge in den Nachbarlandern und anderen
arabischen Landern der Region beim Zugang zur Hochschulbildung. Ausgewahite
Studierende erhalten eine monatliche Foérderung, die ihre Lebenshaltungskosten abdeckt.
,Das ist eine grolte Hilfe*, sagt Shaklab. ,Mein Masterstudium hatte ich sonst so nicht
absolvieren kénnen.*

Fir seine Masterarbeit nutzte er den Vergleich mit dem Wiederaufbau einer arabischen
beziehungsweise einer westlichen Stadt: Beirut und Midnchen. In Beirut sei es gelungen,
innerhalb von nur wenigen Jahren wieder fur wirtschaftlichen Wohlstand zu sorgen. Daflr
wurde die Innenstadt von Grund auf neu gebaut. ,So hatten viele Leute das Gefiihl: Das ist
nicht mehr meine Heimat, sondern nur die Heimat von Investoren®, sagt Shaklab. In Minchen
hingegen sei es sehr gut gelungen, auch die historischen Gebaude der Vorkriegszeit wieder
aufzubauen — das habe sich aber mehr als zwei Jahrzehnte lang hingezogen.

Der friihere Charakter einer Stadt

Generell wichtig fur den erfolgreichen Wiederaufbau einer Stadt sei es, unterschiedliche
Dimensionen zu berucksichtigen, so Shaklab: soziale, kulturelle, wirtschaftliche und
stadtebauliche Aspekte. Mit Blick auf die Kultur sei es beispielsweise bedeutend, sich auch an
der friheren Architektur zu orientieren. ,Es gibt ein kulturelles Erbe, auf das man aufbauen
kann“, sagt der junge Syrer. Dieses Erbe finde sich beispielsweise in friheren Marktplatzen,
Moscheen oder Kirchen wieder. ,Sie sind Teil der Identitat der Menschen vor Ort. Deswegen
sollten sie auch Teil der wiedererrichteten Stadt sein.*

Ein weiterer Aspekt, der Shaklab wichtig ist: Die Menschen vor Ort sollen bestimmen, wie der
Wiederaufbau ablaufen soll — und nicht Investoren. ,Die Stadt muss auf3erdem ein Haus fur
alle religioésen Gruppen sein®, betont er. Zudem sei es stets sinnvoll, zunachst die
Ressourcen, die es vor Ort noch gibt, zu nutzen, beispielsweise Gebaude, die nicht so stark
zerstort wurden, wiederaufzubauen. Auch das trage dazu bei, den frGheren Charakter einer
zerstorten Stadt wiederherzustellen.

Neuanfang nach Katastrophen

Shaklab blickt noch weiter: ,Es gibt bislang nur wenige Studien, die sich mit dem stadtischen
Wiederaufbau nach Katastrophen beschaftigen®, erzahlt er. ,Insbesondere auf Arabisch sind
nicht viele verfigbar.“ Seine Arbeit konnte insofern auch eine Hilfe fur kommende Studien
sein.

Ahmad Shaklab muss nun noch seine Abschlussarbeit verteidigen. Danach wirde er gerne
einen PhD machen, um am Thema Wiederaufbau weiterzuarbeiten — und dann, so seine
Hoffnung, eines Tages selbst beim Wiederaufbau seiner Heimatstadt mithelfen.

Hendrik Bensch (20. Mérz 2018)
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DAS FORDERPROGRAMM

HOPES (HIGHER AND FURTHER EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AND
PERSPECTIVES FOR SYRIANS)

Zugang zur Hochschulbildung — das ermdglicht das Projekt HOPES
[http://www.hopes-madad.oxrg/ ] syrischen Flichtlingen und benachteiligten
Studierfahigen aus den Aufnahmelandern der Gefllichteten. HOPES unterstitzt sie
durch Beihilfe zum Lebensunterhalt und Gbernimmt die Studiengebiihren. Gefoérdert
wird das Projekt vom Madad Fund der Europaischen Union

gerufen wurde, um die Folgen der anhaltenden Krise in Syrien zu mildern und einen
spateren Wiederaufbau zu unterstutzen. Das Projekt ist im April 2016 gestartet und lauft
noch bis Ende 2019. In dieser Zeit sollen 400 bis 600 Vollstipendien vergeben werden.
Bereits jetzt fordert HOPES etwa 400 Studierende, zehn weitere haben ihr Studium
schon abgeschlossen. Das Projekt wird neben dem DAAD als Konsortialfuhrer von drei
weiteren europaischen Institutionen getragen: dem British Council, Campus France und
EP-NUFFIC aus den Niederlanden.
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Suriyeli multecilerin egitim alabilmesi icin yurutulen Avrupa Birligi
projesi HOPES (Suriyeliler icin Yuksek ve ileri Ogrenim imkanlari ve
Perspektifleri) 2. donem teklif ¢cagrisinda bulundu. Son basvuru tarihi 20
Subat 2018. Basvuru rehberi ve formlar icin

adresini ziyaret edebilirsiniz.

HOPES Turkiye, Kuzey Irak, Libnan, Misir ve Urdiin'de, Suriye’den gelen
siginmacilari ve durumdan etkilenen yerel halklari desteklemek amaciyla
yerel ve bolgesel egitim kurumlari tarafindan yuruttlen yenilikgi, kisa
sureli egitim projelerine fon saglyor.

Proje kapsaminda yuksek ve ileri 6grenim goren ya da dil kurslari alan
hedef gruplarin, 18-32 (ortadgrenim sonrasi) yas araligindaki hem
Suriyeli hem de Turk genclerin sayisini arttirmak; egitim kurumlarinin
multecilerin egitimi konusundaki kapasite arttirimini saglayarak hem
Suriyeli hem de Turk genclerin yuksek ve ileri egitime erisim
olanaklarinin arttirilmasi; multecilerin egitiminin online kaynaklar,
yenilikci derslere daha iyi erisim ve egitim destegi ile gliclendirilmesi
amaclaniyor.




)
[
(=]
N
>
o
1]
=
c
(1]
-
N
L

Teklif cagrisi kapsaminda Misir, Kuzey Irak, Urdan, Libnan, Turkiye
ve/veya Suriye'de toplam 14 projeye hibe saglanacak. Yerel kurumlar,
faaliyetleri cercevesinde, en fazla 12 aylik bir stre icin €6.000'dan
€60.000'ya kadar fon talep edilebilecek; Suriyeli Multeciler ile yerel halk
arasindaki sosyal uyum ve diyalogun gelistiriimesine katkida bulunan
projeleri desteklecek.

HOPES hakkinda detayli bilgi icin adresi ziyaret
edilebilir. Teklif cagrisi hakkinda sorulariniz icin
adresine email yollayabilirsiniz.

@®@Kaynak sivildusun.net

HOPES Projesi

\
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A Home / ML-FOCUS-ing / The second round of HOPES CALL FOR PROPOSALS has been launched

The second round of HOPES CALL FOR PROPOSALS has been
launched

The HOPES second round of Call for Proposals (CfP) has been launched within the framework of
the project HOPES (Higher and Further Education Opportunities and Perspectives for
Syrians) funded by the European Union’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis, the “Madad
Fund”, and implemented by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), British Council, Campus
France and Nuffic.

The call seeks to support innovative education initiatives and short-term projects targeting refugees from
Syria and vulnerable host communities across Egypt, Northern Iraq (KRI), Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and
Syria and implemented by local institutions.

The call will be open until February 20, 2018. Please click here for further information.
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HOPES: “a very positive example of European collaboration”

APRIL, 2018

The HOPES Madad project was set up by European Union agencies to support Syrian refugees moving into higher
education. In this interview, Clarity’s Technical Director Adrian Raper (AR) discusses the project, and the role played
by the Dynamic Placement Test, with Harry Haynes (HH) and Hala Ahmed (HA) of the British Council.

Hala Ahmed is the Regional
Academic Manager, HOPES,
British Council, Cairo

Harry Haynes is the Regional
Project Manager, HOPES,
British Council, Cairo

AR: First of all, what is the HOPES project?

HH: HOPES is funded by the EU Madad fund, and it’s a response to the Syrian crisis. It’s a consortium of four European
partners: the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) together with the British Council, Campus France and Nuffic
from the Netherlands. We're working in five countries — Egypt, Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and the Kurdistan region of Iraq
— and we're trying to address the lack of higher education for Syrian refugees in the countries surrounding Syria. There
are a lot of projects helping with children’s education, but there’s a shortage of action focused on the number of people

completing degrees. The number of young Syrians graduating is only about a quarter of what it would normally be.

There are several obstacles we have to overcome: lack of documentation, financial problems, personal issues the students
have as refugees. The British Council’s work is focused on the language barriers. The Syrian education system is 100% in
Arabic, but in Egypt — and to some extent Turkey — subjects like Medicine or Engineering would be taught in English.

So, we’re aiming to get 4,000 students, 70% Syrian and 30% local students, through an English programme with the aim
of getting them to improve their English proficiency by one CEFR level. We give them a placement test, a 100-hour face-

to-face course, delivered at their local university, and then an exit test.
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AR: Which tests have you chosen?
HA: For the exit test we are using Aptis. It’s accurate, reliable and it’s good as an exit test because it includes all four skills,

and it’s a qualification they can use to show potential employers and education providers.

For the placement test, we chose the Dynamic Placement Test. It doesn’t require a strong Internet connection, and that is
very important for us if we are working with universities which don’t have a sophisticated infrastructure. Also the test is

adaptive, it randomises the questions and it reflects the students’ language proficiency level accurately.

AR: What is the language level of the students when they start the course?
HA: Well, we're in the early stages but we’ve already run about 900 tests in three countries: Jordan, Turkey and Lebanon,
where we started. In Lebanon we’ve tested in four separate locations. The majority of students come out as A1 or A2 but

we have a substantial minority at the B level, and a few at C1 and even C2.

AR: Can you tell me about the 100-hour course?
HH: Yes. The courses are run in local institutions by teachers selected by the institution and HOPES, and we give them
training and support in delivering the programme. Each class has no more than 25 students, and the course includes 100

hours of class time, plus around 40 hours of online study by the students in their own time.

The course content is practical and related to daily life, education and work. We try to tailor it to the needs of specific
groups of students. For example we might work on English for a particular area of study such as Engineering.

AR: Are students used to working with computers?

HH: They often do need support getting set up — logging in, for example. An important issue is that most of the refugees
have a smartphone, but most students have never learned anything online before. They’re not used to using it for that
purpose and they’re not very familiar with using a desktop computer or a laptop, so there is a gap with IT skills.

AR: Is the project as a whole progressing as planned?

HH: We have 500 students who have completed the whole course, and another 800 currently enrolled. The majority of
students who complete the course do go up by one CEFR level in their exit test. This means they can go on and complete

their studies more successfully.

As you can see, this work can be life-changing. That’s why the British Council is very keen to be a strong partner with the
EU and the EU Madad project. We want to use the British Council network and resources to support the EU in doing this

work. We think of it as a very positive example of European collaboration.

You can learn more about HOPES at http://www.hopes-madad.org/ (http://www.hopes-madad.org/)

_(http://www.ieltspractice.com?utm_source=IP-banner&utm_medium=%2Fhopes-positive-example-european-

collaboration%2F&utm_campaign=Blog)

by Andrew Stokes, Managing Director, ClarityEnglish
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Con i richiedenti asilo siriani bloccati in Egitto:

“Lasciati in un limbo di poverta e
discriminazioni”

Sono 130mila. Il Fondo dell’Onu per la popolazione (Unfpa) denuncia: «Tra le donne
crescono i casi di mutilazioni genitali». LEuropa ha gia investito 7,9 milioni per la crisi

Uno scorcio del quartiere “siriano” della citta 6 Ottobre, in Egitto ©European Union/ECHO Peter Biro
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DAVIDE LESSI Pubblicato il 30/09/2017
INVIATO AL CAIRO

Nel 2011, quando tutto ¢ iniziato, Ahmar Kaddah viveva a Daara, in Siria. Studente
di diritto internazionale aveva appena messo in piedi uno studio legale con un
amico. «Mi avevano buttato fuori dall'universita di Damasco - racconta. -
Dicevano che la mia famiglia faceva parte dell'opposizione». Dopo due anni
passati sotto assedio, nella citta simbolo della resistenza ad Assad, l'edificio dove
lavorava viene bombardato. Lui decide di scappare, si porta con sé la compagna e
il loro bambino. Oggi, quattro anni dopo, Ahmar vive in Egitto. Ha visto nascere
altri due figli. Si € riuscito a laureare grazie a una borsa di studio del progetto
Hopes, finanziato anche dalla Direzione generale per gli Aiuti umanitari e la
protezione civile della Commissione europea (Echo). «Qui mi sento al sicuro»,
dice Ahmar, 31 anni, nel cortile della sede del British Council. «Ma non ho troppe
speranze per il futuro: ho provato a cercare lavoro come avvocato ma sono
siriano, mi sento discriminato. Cosi tiro avanti vendendo gelati».




(Ahmar Kadah, 33 anni, siriano laureato in diritto internazionale. Vive da
quattro in Egitto ma denuncia: “Qui mi discriminano, non trovo lavoro”
©European Union/ECHO Peter Biro)

LA CRISI NELLA CRISI

Ahmar ¢ solo uno dei 123 mila siriani registrati dall'Unhcr nel Paese di Al Sisi.
L'Egitto, con i suoi quasi 90 milioni di abitanti, ospita in tutto 211 mila
richiedenti asilo e rifugiati di 63 nazionalita diverse. Ma la comunita siriana e

quella pitt numerosa. Come Ahmar moltissimi siriani si trovano ora “bloccati” in
uno Stato in crisi dove una persona su quattro vive al di sotto la soglia di poverta,
una su due non lavora e la svalutazione della moneta ha portato a un raddoppio
dei prezzi dei generi alimentari negli ultimi sei mesi. «La situazione economica e
sociale si sta deteriorando: ci sono sempre piu persone vulnerabili, anche tra i
migranti», commenta Aldo Biondi, assistente tecnico della Direzione generale
europea Echo. E spiega: «LEgitto ¢ tra i 5 piu grandi Paesi al mondo ad ospitare i
siriani». Ma i numeri sono piti bassi € cosi, a differenza di altri Stati (come il
Libano, la Giordania o le pit vicine isole greche), non ci sono campi profughi o
hotspot. «I richiedenti asilo vivono nelle grandi citta, soprattutto nelle aree
periferiche: Cairo, Alessandria e 6 ottobre».

LEGGI ANCHE - Al Sisi presidia i porti. Ma il corridoio invisibile passa tra Egitto e
Libia

ARRIVATI ATTRAVERSO IL SUDAN

A 35 chilometri dal Cairo, direzione nord-est, un’intera parte della citta di Obur
sembra diventata un quartiere della periferia di Damasco. E qui che la scuola
della fondazione Syria Al Gad Relief si occupa dei bisogni primari della comunita
siriana: educazione, integrazione e percorsi professionali. Tra i corridoi
dell'istituto, frequentato per I'80 per cento da bimbi siriani, Hayat racconta la
sua storia: «Mio padre é sparito cinque anni fa durante la guerra e due mesi fa
€ morta mia madre che era scappata con me e i miei fratelli dalla Siria». Hayat
ha 18 anni. Per arrivare in Egitto ha preso un aereo verso il Sudan e da li ¢ risalita,
illegalmente, attraversando i confini meridionali. Per mandare avanti cio che
resta della famiglia, i suoi due fratellini pit piccoli e una sorella di 21 anni, ha
abbandonato gli studi. «Non posso avere sogni. Lunica speranza ¢ quella di
raggiungere un mio fratello che si & rifugiato in Svezia». E a ragazze come lei che
si rivolgono gli aiuti umanitari europei, 7,9 milioni di euro stanziati dal 2016 a
oggi (3,4 solo nel 2017) per diversi progetti di integrazione e inserimento sociale.




(Hayat, 18 anni, ha perso il padre nella guerra siriana. Due mesi fa é morta la
madre. Ora viva a Obur, una trentina di chilometri dal Cairo ©European
Union/ECHO Peter Biro)

LA BOMBA DEMOGRAFICA

Uno degli interlocutori della Commissione europea ¢ 'Unfpa, il Fondo delle
Nazioni Unite per la popolazione. Al quartiere generale del Cairo si snocciolano
i numeri di quella che sembra ormai diventata una bomba demografica. Con un
tasso di fertilita del 3,5% per ogni donna I'Egitto cresce ogni anno di circa 2,4
milioni di abitanti. E come se, ogni sei mesi, una citta grande come Milano
spuntasse, andando a sommarsi ai residenti urbani concentrati nel 5% del
territorio nazionale (il restante 95% desertico, non ¢ abitato). «La questione
migratoria con questi dati sembra essere passata in secondo piano», ammette
Aleksandar Bodoriza, il rappresentante dell'Unfpa per I'Egitto. C'¢ il rischio di
sottovalutarla. E di non percepire cosa stia accadendo.

(A sinistra Germaine Haddad e, a destra, il rappresentate dell'Unfpa Aleksandar
Bodiroza ©European Union,/ECHO Peter Biro)
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“MUTILAZIONI GENITALI FEMMINILI”

«I nostri gruppi di studio hanno registrato un fenomeno inaspettato e, per
certi aspetti, sconvolgente: le donne siriane rifugiate qui praticano alle loro
figlie la mutilazione genitale», denuncia Germanie Haddad assistente del
rappresentate all'Unfpa. «Non abbiamo ancora dei numeri certi ma questa
pratica, nonostante sia stata criminalizzata per legge, ¢ molto diffusa tra le
egiziane e non riguarda solo le musulmane. Probabilmente ¢ un caso di
percezione della pressione sociale: le donne siriane arrivate in Egitto
cercherebbero cosl un modo per farsi accettare dalla comunita di accoglienza».
Un fenomeno inquietante che, se confermato dagli studi di gruppo in corso,
diventerebbe sintomatico dell'alta vulnerabilita dei siriani in Egitto. Una
comunita senza prospettive di lavoro, che ha dilapidato i suoi capitali e ora
rischia di “integrarsi” con pratiche che non le sono mai appartenute
culturalmente.
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This document has been produced with the assistance of the European Union.
The content of this publication is the sole responsibility of the publishers and can in no
way be taken to reflect the views of the implementing partners of HOPES, the European
Union and the EU’s Regional Trust Fund in response to the Syrian Crisis, the ‘Madad Fund’

For more information:
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www.hopes-madad.org | hopes@hopes-madad.org
Facebook: HOPES-Madad | Twitter: @ HOPES-Madad

©HOPES
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